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Under attack ., . this photograph by Mr Eric 'rRex" Elliott, a member of the 4th Light Horse Brigar

With sabres drawn and bayonets fi
By TONY STEPHENS

The Battle of Beersheba, distin-
guished by what has been called
the last and greatest cavalry
charge in history, has been
rejoined after 80 years.

This time, the battle is over
one of the most famous photo-
graphs in Australia's military
history - of the charge itself.

The issue at stake: who took
the photograph and when?

Mr Ian Jones, a Melbourne
writer-historian. set out a

detailed argument this week in
support of Mr Eric "Rex"
Elliott, a member of the 4th
Light Horse Brigade machine-
gun squadron.

And the Australian War
Memorial admitted that despite
recent claims the photograph
was a fake, its authenticity was
open to debate.

The Battle of Beersheba on
October 31.1917. culminated in
what Ian Jones has called "the
last great cavalry charge in

history and probably the great-
est". The battle was one of the
pivotal actions of World War I,
enabling the Light Horse to push
on to Jerusalem and into Syria.

The charge was made under
extreme difficulty: across the
desert, facing the setting sun,
entrenched defences and two
German aircraft.

Of the 620 who took on
nearly 1,000 entrenched Turks
and Arabs at Beersheba, with a
few thousand more behind. 31

died and 36 were wounded
Mr Jones's argument comes ir

response to an article in Wartime,
the War Memorial's official
magazine, in which it is claimed:
"The photograph is not an
authentic record ofthe charge at
Beersheba, but a carefully pre
pared image of a re-enactment ol
the charge, staged for Franl
Hurley [an official photographer]
on February 7, 1918."

Mr Jones said the re-enact-
ment theory was advanced
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le machine-gun squadron, is accepted by many as the authentic depiction of the Gharge of Beersheba.
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xed, historians charge at Beersheba
before 1920 to explain a then
anonymous photo of the charge.

ln 1967, Mr Elliott provided
the War Memorial with 

^statement of how he took the
photo. He had been preparing
range charts between the Aus-
tralian and Turkish lines when
the charge crossed a ridge. He
had snapped a photo and gone.

Mr Jones, who met Elliott in
1971, said: "He impressed me
as a reliable witness, as he had
impressed Lieutenant-Colonel

Donovan Joynt, VC, who had
persuaded Rex to write his
account. I subsequently spoke
with 13 men who had ridden in
the charge. All accepted Rexos
photo as genuine.o'

Mr Jones visited Beersheba
in 1979, taking photos which,
he said, matched Elliott's. He
wrote an article for the War
Memorial's Journal in 1983,
arguing for the acceptance of
Elliott's photo as an authentic
record and quoting Brigadier

General William Grant, who
had directed the charge.

"Everything appears to be
right - the formation and the
country over which the charge
was mader" Mr Jones said.
otThere was a 'rehearsalo
charge made at a later time in
the campaign but the country
was entirely different to that
opposite Beersheba."

Mr Jones said the War
Memorial had accepted his case
and Elliott had been given

posthumous credit. He said the
ll/artime article contained sev-
eral errors, ignored key evi-
dence and labelled Elliott as
having made false claims,
whereas Jones said he was "a
modest and honourable man".

Mr Bill Fogarty, head of
photographs, sound and film at
the War Memorial, said: o'We

are not saying the photo is a
fake. We have an image and
there are tantalising questions
unanswered.tt



TRANSCRTPT OF__.IPERSOI'{AL irrAIrY OF GEOITGE TriOb{AS

i-lui'{T DUII Ii\iti tr"iOI?LD l',/AR i - 1 917 to 1 91 9 .

The first part of t.he diary is written on

loose Bvo paper f olded in half . l{ritten
in ink ancl indelible pencil. The inscription
includes:

Trooper Geo. T. Ilunt ,

lJo. 31 42

7th A.L.LI .
2nd Brigacle.
Ififle l.lo. G3B8

Pay Boo]< No. 227771.
Size in hats 7.3/4
Size in boots B

tr^ieight 11 st 11 lbs
l{eight 5 ft 1+ ins
Watch I'.1o. Cyma Cwo 154.

The loose papers also contain some notes
and acrdresses:

Ito. 2857

Sgt. J. L. Pegler
3 6 Bat.talion
A. I. F.
On Active Service.

l'tro . 29 61

T'rooper James Upton
21 st Rgt
Ttir Aust L.F{,
A. I. F.
Ak-rroad.

7 L. I{.
Ted Williarns 973 of 5th lteinf
Yates i{unt 2939 rr 21 st rl

Frerf Luddenham

1"1r. S. Jef f ery
CeciI Street
south Melbourne in i,Iethocli st churchgrounds
l'f . Kay' s step lSrother
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ilordern's iriut Chocolate ts/:d 1/2 pound

itiiss Annie PegIer
Selsley
Ra i lr,vay Parade
Granvi I le
l,larj orie Robinson
10 llower Street
l.1an 1y

l,lrs. Gillham
1st lllocution Teacher

"Coo-yongtt Cassier St. Dee Why

l'{ed Ke I }y "Glenrowan "

Gold l,iining Chiltern

Teityens & Teityens
Solicitors Albury

Lieut Robinson, Comrnanding Of f icer
l{. S. l'/. Lluota
2nd Iiilltary District

Gwen Green

";ts hw i ck 'l
illizabeth St
Ashfield
ttE lonara tt

lv'harf Rd.

I'Jatsons Bay

i,\'iiss Linda Davis
tt!'/ondellatt

5 6 AIt St. or Ftrs Davis

Ashf ielcl
For l'lci(ay

il . K. Carpente:: IIsq
t{illside
i:4ount Colair
IIorn s by

Phone l,jharonga 5I

i,JaIters i'lackay liayvrocC I{ill
I/ii l son l{unt



i,irs. S" Fiaywood
tt Pro s pec t t'

Via lllackto!/n.

l,irs. O.C, l,'laIters
KyogIe. l\i.S.-t',1.

R. O. !'ialters
Bank l.l . S . I,{. i"irs Os ie
r,iosrnan Phone grother s

I?.. licKay tisq
ltollands Plains
Via bJauchope. ld. S. i^/.

i'irs C. Iiill
Iloucirell Springs
Abercleen.

iiiss i'i. f,iilson
l4inneapol i s
Jaques Avenue
jiond i .

trooper Y. iiunt
D Troop
A Sguaclron
?{-}r n T T:, t-.tl rao l-,. ll.

2nd urigacie.

i'larcroft ''"i. L. 66 i,ierlin St. li. Sydney.

Caclel I h. i,I. Deepvrater i\i , S .'/i

i"iatthews James "Bareena " Narromine
Iiathaway irlestwood (L. ii. ) I'ianly
iSaI lard Claude i3owravi lle I'j . S . i,'/.



Seymour

1.

Corre spondence :

ii. Pegler
iiother
FIope
I'1el I 'v,/earrle
Aub
Gert.
Ernrn

i'ir . I{arri s
Col
i"ir s l"ioxhan
Ge6l i^lhi te
Hnici
l'loe I
Gv.ren
Les Pegler
I). .rlnrnot.t
i.ir. l,'l-edge
S pen
1,1r. G. Roughley
igeattie
i4rs Pegler
1 6 th l'lother Aub
1 7th
18th i"lother I'irs
1 gth rr

11
q

.J

3

3
-lL

1

1

1

1

4
I

I

I
I

1

1

1

1

2
Gert

l'loxhain Nell i'lr
tl ll nr.

I,ir . Luctdenhant

liarris mr Cobb
Peg

20th Nell Geo tJhite
21 st Les Pegler D. Flnrnott.
2 2na ile I1
23rd. lVi re to Father
24Lh i'iell Alburv llire to l-ather
2 5th liell Father Seattie
26th IIope l{e1l I'loel i.ir. I'ledEe i'ir. Rougitley
27 Lh l.le I I IJa I ter
28th lJell (L Carci)
29Lh fiell Emma
Apr i l 1 01-h !,Je l1 i{ot}rer
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There is a second list of correspondencer Fossibly
lvritten up to Colombo because on the saiile page
there is this note:

Colornbo talk . Al l riqht . Al I rigl-rt
Sixpence 1/- 2/-
S i lver Co1:per no see
Dive bridqe 2 bob.
6

1

1

1

1

1
I

n.*.

1

I

1

1

iir. Geo Roughleyl
hlellie Tange 1

Aub t-
Gert 1

I'le I I tr"i'ea rne 1

CoI 1

Eona 1

ilaR.ilY Roughley 1

I'ia I ter Crof t 1

'I. uest 1

iJ. ilest 1

1"1r. Saxton 1

i'lel-l 10
i'tother 7

Other notes:
i.lusky ( Egyptian i"lar]<et )
?lhite Vaseline

uunt'
tt Curralvong t'

Parramatta irj. S.I'j.
Arrived safely all well Love

IIunt. ( copy of cable )

l'iother
i.lell 1

S pen
Yates
i;iarjorie (?)
l.loe I
i'lrs Pegler
IIope
I'Iaj orie Green
Gwen Green
Geo i,'ihite
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Lef t Sydney !{ed. 28th February 1917. Clearecl
heads 9.45 am. l'.lell Emma (?) i'ioel calile
out on Capta in Cook . iveather c lear , sea
calm r pdssed Gabo Isl 9 a.rn.

1 st I'iarch 'lhurs Sea calm. Passed I/fitsons;
PromY. l'riday morning, early, enterecl Port
Phillip, droppeC anchor PdI l'lelb 5.30 p.m.

Friday 2nd landecl 9 a. rn.

Saturday rnorning rnarchecl to Domain Camp
near lSarracl<s St Fii lda P,d. Pitchecl tents .
Visiteci rnain city afternoon and evening.
On dr-rty Sundav Linesman. il.elieved al- 4 !). m.
Visited St i'.ilda anc-'j. sub. further out.
l"londav Route iuarch to city baths headed
l:y i:and. Inspected by State Connanclant 2 .30p. n.
Leave pass frorn 4 to 11 p.Iu.

'fue sdavRouLe rnarch to S t i(i lda . Di smi s s ed
f rom 1 1 a . m. to 2 Lf . rn. IIad lunch at soldiers t

lounge & singing etc. l'larched bacl.' an<l had
concert at niEht given by solCiers in caritlr
to various cornifanies who have given conccrts
frorn tirne to time.'Sang Old Shacl<o (otlt
of voice )

i;ednesclav i,iarched to 1:ark, and irad drill.Back
to canp and irad lecture given i:y Serg of
1st L.i{.
'lhursdav struci"-, tents and rnarched through
Ci ty to itai I Station ancr entra ined to Seyrnour
Camp 6 0 mi les due l"lorth
Vvent to Se1zp6sr Thursclay Bth i"larch.
Fridav Drilled anC had a general good tinte.
Sang solo at open air time at night. l.let
old Petersham boy and two Dura I boys . !'lobbs
and a young man r,+ho bouEht Vineys.
Saiurdav vrent to i',ielbourne. i'{arched. to the
station, in all 2000 troops headed. ]:y a
l:and. Stayed at iiisses Lloyd Taylers, 1 5

i'iiddle Crescent, iirighton, Vic. iiaC a lovell'
tinre anC lef t by 6 .25 trarn to j oin ui) 'urith
tire trocp tra in . Lancecl at carnp 1 2 noon .
i,rrote to IieII Peg. i'ioi-her & iiell "i'iearne.

Tuesrl4v nothing special. l'irot.e to L.JelI

vied.ne sdar' . Ljsua I paratle s . Sang solo t'Three
f or Jackt' encore ttlri sh Girltt . l'r';rote lrlel I ,
iiiother ancl i-iope .

'i'hurs;clar,z i.'ieSS OfC{ef1.,r. l"rent fOf ftOUte nafC}f!rl9! rus /

& sl<irinishing party (the 7th 24Lh ) uncier
Sgt Caclell (25th of Ttir ) under Sgt i'lac &

iinEineers (Anzac i,iounteci ) under 5gt Dretlgc
aII took up ti-re attaci<inE party. The 1 st
& 6th took up tire offensive at bridge about
5 ini les f ronr camp . iiacl clinner at i:ridge
anC lnanouvered a 11 tire viay bacl< to camp
in Lime to be ciisnissed
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Got leti-cr f rorn l\ub anci i'iell ( 7ti: no ) .

iiri(lar,' . Paracled in squads ti 11 noon. ilad
rrin:rer anci \rere disrnissed to tents to vlash
thein out. i',ie viere 1:aic1 1/- per day. 16/'
iJrote to i'iother to catch 1 o'clock rnail.

-itemainder of cainp ivent to iielbourne for
vlee}.,-eni leave . i'Jrote to Aub I'ieI l i'iot.irer
Gert. .

Saturciav v,iasired clothes . I'itt-eC anci f i>leci
tunic (2nd issue) Acted mess orderll'. llad
singsoncj and played Bagatelle in evening.
I,v rote to ilr . Ilarri s ancl Coblt .
il.eceived 3 lettcrs anC starnps f rom ir6ne.
One f rom tiin & one f rorn I'irs I'ioxhan. iJnt oying
splen'rricl healLit
SunCav Churcfi Paraoe . i''lethodi st ilini ster
preacheC helpei by Presbyterian. !'ient to
river i.rith Sgt Caciell ancl rlric liciiay. IiaC
tea ancl dinner on River banl.. ano landecl
l:aci< at 7.30 . I'lad siror,ier ancl r,vrote to ltell
( no 1 1 ) anct l.iother (lJo B ) lirs iiioxham.

i,loncla..z, lgth i"iarclr 1917 Paraded 9 o'cloci".
Rabtslt hunted till 1 1 ,30. Early dinner,
muster parade 1 o'clock & boot inspection.
Sent boot s to be repa i red . lJent f or
s'uvirn aLL AF TElll'looi\j . 'look charge of
right flank guard on marching to river.
Receivecl a w5t let f rom l.lrs Tuddenham ,
Uraana i'.1.S.Ini. Fredts mother. hlso received
cake and goodies from l'tother per l'Irs
i'loxhan. ',,irote to bTell i'io 12 t'lother
i.lo 9 ancl Enid enclosing carCs also
I'irs t'ioxham and ttrs Tuddenhan & luir.
& i'irs. Pegler. 'ioiriting in iietirodist
IialI, Seynour.
'luesday. f0th iriarch Acting i'iess Orclerly.
4

llad kit inspection also paraded before
cioctor. ilad photo tal',en of whole of
reinf orcelnents ( L. iiorse & attachrnents )

to appear in i"telb paper. Received i'io
1 C Ietter f roin NeIl. Usual parades
& visual training under Serg Cadell
( Lieut ',';addel l , orderly of ficer ) .

!{ednesdav 21 sL . Usual training vi sual
sighting in distances ttnder Lieut I''radcleIl.
Af ternoon uncler Serg Cadell. l'Jo midday
mail. Tea at Y.i'I.C.A. O. iv'alters acting
orcler Iy trool:er a t lieacl Of f i ce . Bob
iiayward i,iess orderly f or the day.
Thursdav llxtended order dri 1I under
i"ir. !'iaddell all day" il.oute lnarch till
noon. Took observation notes on ground
covered. ilid airshii: drill etc. & visual
training. Letter from ltlell.
F ridav. Erected tents and ciiviciccl
men into fives per tent. Changed. tents,
EnEineers taking ours. Gave nane in
to go to Albury to vote. OnIy five
in all. Five o'clocli mass paraCe, given

t^
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notice that special train would convey
rnen to vote (free). 150 volunteered.
Letter froi'n l'ieil.
Saturdav. iirose 5.30 a.:Tr. hacl breal<fast.
and caught 8. 30 special to Albury.
Arrived i'lbury 2.10 p.fr. Long journey
or..rinE to waits on single line for usual
trai ns. l,let 1"1r. i'lanning, i'iational
candidate . j\lso net. r"ir . Tietyens viho
gave irred Tudclenham , l-li 1l and sel f
dinner at hctel-. Left by 3.40 train
back tc Seymour. Took car out to carnp.
/rrrivecl titere 9.30. Rec letter extra
special f ron ltrell. lriote Three letters
in thrce Cays.
SunCa..z Due f or weel< end in iielbourne,
i:ut Ali:ury stunt disallo'ri€d our goin-3.
iiaci Church Parade ( f ine sermon, beautif ully

del ivereo ) Volunteere,i f or cluty and
was put on butchers f atigue. Iiacl. dinner
anC i'/ashed. Sat in tent all af ternoon,
',.,'rote to iiell & generally haci a quiet
tirne. I'ient to Church at. nigl"rt and
iraci f ine singing . i,len useci lungs to
fullest extentr puiting heart and soul
in{-o their singing. I'rro{:e to l3eattie
anc home ( Father )

i'loncjay Arose 4 a.m. sat at i<itchen
for 1 {hours ano then butcher tolC us
ire d iii not need us so went baci., to
l:eci ano report,ed at cookhouse I a. rn. .
l',rasheci benches and scrubbed f loors
and r,+ent off ti11 11 a.rn.
?uesda\r Ordinary dri l1
'r'leclnesciav I'lent on 6.3C Inlying Pic;ret.
Dici I to 12 o'clock shift. Itose 6 a.n.l .
cid uuty all ciay 'lhurscraiz until 4 p.iji.
irriclarr Rained all night. i'lo early
rnorning paracie. Irell in 9 a. m. ancl
had lecture in ness shec'l given b1' O. C.
lfacliell. Rear and Advance quard action
etc. ciuriirg af ternoon. Rain eased of f ,practically Cry toivards niqht. Iteceiveci
letter f rom Aub & itrell. (T'irursdaiz received
letters i'lotirer, Emma, Father, Nell
iieattie & llope also puEaree.
Saturiay. I{alf day drill pulling tents
iownand I irainE ground etc . Got ready
for i'ielbourne. Reccl letter frorn NelI
bef ore leaving. Stayed at iirs loloxorn
Coo}le t s

"i'Jeridgerel- t'

39 Orong iload,
Xlsierlvick. ;rpril 1 st ' 17

llad a lovely tirne. Sl:e is a ciescenclent
of the 2nd l,'i f e of iienry VI I I . iler
huspand editor of "Tire Australian"
paper . llent to C of il Cirurch v;i th
ii'. Tudclenham in filorning and to f.iew
cenetary in tho afternoon.

).+ \ r-/
T,

k'\\1



v

i'iet i,irs i'ioxham Les & Allen at tire cemet*:ry.
Saw A.viator i';'arson t s Funeral ancl grave
also Doct.ors beautiful nonurnent erected
to the fternory of his .,,rif e, died 12
r.ronths af ter rftarri-age. LIad singing
in evening. Left vrith I'ioolen at 6 a.rn.
tra in . Returned to camp noon , i loncialz
ApriI 2nd. SvrirnminE paraae also sa\./
irorses sr,,/urn. f.ec. tnail fron iiell,
i{oelr Gert & Pair sox frorn Gert. On Q.pl.S.
f atigue vrith tsob l{aywood . Of f to bed to
drearn of Easter at home.

Tuesdav 3rd April On Q.1"1.S. I'atiEue all
day. Pay Day Crer.r 4 pounds. Certain of going
home Thursday night. I-{OO ROO.

tded Usual drill
Tirursd Announced that
i.on e ti f f Ff iclay night
i t came to notlting .

we were not going
. Riot in camp but

Fridav Good Fridarz Did' no dri 11 aI I Cay .
Lecturette in afternoon atrd left camp for
Seymour Station at 5.30 p.m. and had a splen-
did trip, arriving Sydney 1.15 Saturday.
i'Jent out to Dural in motor. Father, i,lother,
Emm, Enid, Iulos (?) and self . Saw all Dural
f olk. tnlent to Dee VJhy Sunday morning &

s pent day wi th Ne I I . Both went to Curravrong
at night and back to Dee l{hy Monday morning
B .52 train. Stayed in l'lanly to see l{imberley.
NeI I anC l'{oel went on out . l,let them aga in
at Dee hlhy and vralked along the sands to
meet f olks. Returnecl and had dinner and
went to unvei l ing of l"lonor Rol l . Ita in beEan
to faII and spoiled the show completely.
Spent quiet tir,re vrith Nel I and had early
tea and rvent to l'{anly . Vi s ited Doctor re
rash. l4et i{el I and !'loel ancl t;ren had rneclicine
made . AI I lvent over toge ther to SyCney ano
met Sgt i,laj i4ardroft at Quay. Great crowd
at station to see us of f . l-ather' and i\4other
brought f ruit & eatables. IrjelI purchased
cake & sandwiches at Manly f or me. Ilad
a very good trip over. 7 in carriage. Tpr.
!'Ial]<er & Tpr. Allen Reid others strangers.
Reachecl Seyrnour 3 p. ffi. TuesCay & marched
to camp in time to be disrnissed f or tea.
i'Jothing important happened ti t I Thursdair
vihen we started on musketry course. i{ent
to l:'lelbourne on Saturclay with G. Wilson
& stayeci with l'lisses Lloyd 'Iayler. Returned
I'londay & paraded to Seynour Race i"leeting.
Tuesclav 1 7t_h ilai grouping on miniature
range and scored possible 25. ileturned rif les
ear ly and were pa id 3 pound s 1 5 / -. IIad tea
at roons and wrote l{o 27 to }iell
Lapse of writing diary until l.{ay 1st when
wrote r,vhi le sittincT in becl .

r . ,-l
{c
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Tirursdav lEliacl grouping on i00 yards range
& scored 20 , 4 bulls and t high. eualified
as marker & marked all the afternoon for
rapid firing
Irriday UsuaI Parades.
SaturCav 2 Oth i{ome on the 2 p. H. tra j_n

f rom Selzmour. llad a good trip with rnates.
Reached Granville 7 .20 & roused l..lell up.
Spent till 11 a.m. with Aola folk and caught
train to Parramatta. l'lissed Father r,rith
the car but they caught me up at Ravrl ingson ' s
place. !.ient for i{ell 4 p.fl. and tcok her
home again 9 p.m. in car.
i'tondav 2 2nd tr{ent to Aola & spent ti I I 3
p.m. there. lJent home & had bath & tea
and caught 1 0 to 6 tra in to Sydney . intet
tJell over torvn and said good-i:ye at station.
Emm rvent to Sydney wi th me Ne I 1 having gone
tO Dural to i.lellie l{awkin's social prior
to her wedding. llad a good trip over to
Vic on the 7.20 express with Eric, ilathavray,
il'i I son . lLeached camp 2 p. R. 'luesday .

l'lednesclav Usual drill
Thur sdav rr rl

l-ridav rr rl

Saturdav On duty orderly T'rooper wi th l,icKay .
Spent week-end. in camp and rvent on duty

again Sunoay night with sanitary fatigue.
On duty al l day i'ionday , had hole burnt in
trousers by clustrnan.
'Iuesdav Rif Ie drill preparing f or contest.
i'Jeclnesdav ditto.
Tlrursdav 24Lh of 7th won contest by 5
points f rorn the Anzacs vrho gained 6 0 points .
I'l.S.lnl. rnen lron tug-of-vJar against l,i.A.

ntiners.
Irridav I'Jork in orCerly roorll writing out
soldiers !'Ji11s

Saturdav V{ent to Helbourne & }rad afternoon
tea with Osie walters, Ivlrs. V,lalters, iriiss
Alice Rogers, Eric & Gi 'v"lilson. At night
we went to seeiviarie Tempest in t'penelope "
& hacl a most en j oyable time . Il.eached pen -
1'-bryn about midniEht. Spent enj oyable e"

guiet Sunday and returned to camp ioionCay.
l{ad a parade full dress and off to bed early
f or we hrad t.o arise at 3 , 3 0 a . m, iJacl breakf ast
at tuck shop and away to Seymour. iLissed
the 7.15 train and had to wait for the 9.45
1oca1. Detraineci at Spencer Street Station
and marched through the streets to Flinders
st. r.rhere v/e entrained again to port I'ierbourne.

li *
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l'ie went aboard the "trJoorara t' about 4 p . n .
& hao leave grant.ed titl 11.30 p.m.
tr'/eclnesciav ife v,rere cira',ving eguipment for
all hands some 1100 rnen. !'/eclnesday night
I was on guarcl but got off about 8.30 p.Iil.
to go ashore & po st a coul:le of Horne letters.
i.lectnesday we di stributed plates etc al I
over the ship ancl Thursday norning al I hands
caine aboard and we moved of f about 1 2 .1 5
noon. Sailecl dor,vn Port Phillip & anchorect
within sight of the heads. Here v'ie stayed
t i f I Sa turday a f ternoon when v/e wi tir about
12 transports rnovec.l out ivith the Encounter
leadinE and tire Dori s b,ringinE up the rear .
Sai led Sat 1 2Lh 4 p. rn.

(r 5 tT
.it

Ii..s i-1

Ulysses 1

Ascannius 1

I,iarathc
Shropshire
Pakeah
Tu'raii i na

iiena I I a
Port Sydney
lloora ra
Tofua

4,500 tons
1 ,000
9 r 000

Clan l.lcGi I I ionary

1 1 ,350
9,000
9 r 000

9,000
11 ,500
,9,000
6,500
5,400

Pfahals tsoorara )

Saturclay niEirt beautif ul sea. l"'Io].,e early
Sunday nrorninE, sea very rough & and alrnost
everybocly vrent ciovrn 'ulith sea-sicl',ness. I
was very ill till i.lednesclay norning wiren
I{eyvrood C. self saL midships ol"I potatoes
& f elt very well. i'/e had our f irst neal
of rneat, pineapple and soda vlater. Sea much
calrner on l,rieclnesclay but'lhursday we went
down again and I went to hospital Thursday
night out again t'riday rnorning out went
in almost inmediately after catching a cold
in rily bac]<. Carne out again Saturday ruorning
but haci to talie things steady; Suniay vie
iracl Church Parade in the rTlorning & sonq
service at night.
t"londay morning \-/e came in sight of ligl:tirolrse
on ll.ottness Isl. Ife clrevi in three at a time
till aI1 \,"rere saf ely anchored j ust outside
entrance to Swan Itiver. tle clrevr in Tlrursday
rnorning 22nd rp.av & berthec inimediately behind
ti-re* cruiser Doris. About 30 Queenslanders
brol<e a shore & pa s sed the guarcl . I'ir . I{aclde I I
reinf orced hi s guard and so preventeci a
secon<i atteinpt. At 2 p.m. vy'e all laniiecr
and haii a route march ancl r{ere bac}.. on JroarC
at 3.45 leaving sorne 40 men behinci. Corp
Peterson & one or two haci passes till 6
p. m. but unf ortunately they were lef t bei-rind
on leaving !'remantle . The Encounter & Dori s
l,rent as escort to rnain bocl',r of transr:orts
via the Cape
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The Port Sydney & ijoorara r,vi th Japanese
crui ser started on route to Colornbo. Thi s
cruiser is one of the latest. One nain aerial
mast and tvro f unnels. On it'ed night ine passed
a sailing vessel vrhich v/e suppose r,uras a
pearling vessel. Flashlight.s f ron tire cruiser
soon revealei irer ident.ity.
Fr idav J 5 tti Day i:roke v;i th bi g long srve I I
on the sea. Log revealed boat doing 275
knots a day. l/eather reinaining beautif ul.
/rrn on isolation fatiEue sterilisiny blank.ets
et.c. Iiospital f ull of sic]<s nainly colds.
Irienzies in isolation meningitis. Anotirer
fnurilps. Several put of f at l'rernantle, inurn1)s
& measles. Ilad concert on foreclecJ< 'J'hursday
afternoon ancl sang Jack Briton & Deatirless
Arrny f or encore. Irriday moriling i'Iaj or D'arcy
sent f or me and I rra s paracied to iri s cai:in .
IIe congrat-ulated ine and loaned me several

songs to practice f or f orthcoriring concerts.
Concert h/as patriot.ic, it being ljrnpire day.
Also boat Eave three blasts at 2 p. rn. which
is subr,rarine alarm. l',re all stooci to rafts
anC wcre inspected by C.C. iolhile singing
in afternoon alarrn was given for crew alone
r,rhich caused a sIight stainpeoe. AIlan iieici
ivanted to knor,.r vrhether he had t irne to vrr i te
home ?

Saturdav Day broi.,e
sligirtllz behind us.

as usi-ral i'rith svrell
/rll's i,;e11.

$unclav S"'.rell inneciiately in rear. Lovely
filorning. Church service !'cre & Af t. Grancl
s inEing . Gooci sermon, "iie a Gooci Soldier
& Play 'che i'lan". I{ad l:acli rubbecl in }rospital.
f'iriting thi s 2 .54 p. ft . Sunday , 2V llay.
i'londav Sal+ f irst f Iying f ish, rnuch 1iln,e
a swa I lovl in appearance . Sea f a i r ly ca.lm .
l',Teatirer much v/arrner. Sa','/ 2 irirds f or 1 0
ruinutes
Tuesdsv Coinpleied ciippinE third l:atch
of harn:nccJ'-s & blankets. iieavy si-.y all around.
hor i z on . I,,'eather very rnugEy .

l'iecinesclav Very near ec{uator. Inspection
by doctoi:s f or rneas les etc .
Letters posted: i'iother r I'leII , iiub, Gert,
iieIl, G. i"ihite.
'r'hursdarz Arroiie nasty taste ir: ny rncuth.
Sea getting rougir. i{eavy nonsoon rain ancl
heacl gaIe.
June 1 F'ricay Se a sick. Lay on deck inost
of rlay. Ate very little.
'lhulstlr:.v General ljooth & llillow !'iilson
fought 4 2 rninute rounds for 10 st-one charnpion-
sirilr. I'lilson r,"/oo on ;:oiirts.
Sat.urclarz StiIi ireavy sca irut calnring clo'",iI-I.
Felt i:etter bu l- c'i.icl no v;cri-,

;iunclav 3r,j. i'lol..e after restless ni-giri: i:ut
sat up aiicl ha.ci goocl ";rcal.lf ast of liaiii &. saus -
acies. Ge ne:::al service on lio 4 'jecj;..

.\ ;-
4tJ
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Iiospital & lio li ieck avrful sinell frorn tli-lge
i'later. i'.jearinE Colombo. I,/hilst writing,
running into another monsoon. Raining iu
torrents. Cught to reach Coloml:o tonigirt.
Sea Cead against us. Going iialf speecl.

On i"riciay, 1 st June r../e cr-osseci the line.
Ilacl usual dipping in tan]-, riqged ulJon cleci,.
Irather i''lei:tune cfficiateci. iJoctor gave pills
etc to iren who \^Jere brought before tlte ilonch
and then either shaved moustache c;f or
iipped in tank, all tirose who tr',?er€ not dipi:ea
had hose turnect on thern. r'oliceinan liroughton
dodgecl the event }:ut'\r'las cauEh'l- early Sat
niorning and hose turned on hirn.
llondav 4th June flevally 6 d-. in. . jlreakf ast
7 a. n!. Sorted llospital sheets f or launCry
ai Colornbo. Sighted land 10 a.n. Cruiser
,iris]:ane appears on our starboa::ci (Z f unnel s )

Shipping everyvrhere. i\utornatic bolzs extendinE
v,rel l out to sea , r,vith l ight boat on end .
Fearling .ijanl< extendinE along',^Jest coast

of Ce)'lon. liative boats rnost !)ecul j-ar .
Outrigger f i:<eC on to stop upsetti-ng.

Colonbo harbour is bui lt in witlt a series
of l:reakr.raters ( concrete ) . ht end of each
break is a ligirt. Coolies cio all the loading
ctcancl bring coal alongsicie in ligirters
in bags . Tirey throl'r up a series of s teps
ani so pass the coal into the bunkers.
i/at.er is also in J-igirters and purnpe'J frorn
alorrqside. There arc nc ',i'}f arves , boats
tie up io i:uo1'5 f ore & sterir. Onc gets
a f ine vie'ur of iiate palnrs f rorn t.he boats .
,r\s a ruJ-e, burai:oats are brougirl alongsicie

"rith aII sorts of i',rares and fruits l:ut autli-
orit.ies will not. allol'r tirern to sjerve trooi;
slrips. i,ien (Ta;nils ) irave llcc'Llliar dress.

Sorne \,,/ear si:irts. Others j ust a f linsy
cloLir thro',','n arounrf their',-iaist anci folcieci
in. Tirey cli.re f or r:toney ( si lver ) & are
very clever in the vrater, i-roliing iheir
sirirt iiigh ancl clry ',',ritlt one hancl. 'fLre r,rater
is quite green north of' tire line & llear
the harbour thc scre\,/ churns up t he mud .
Cne iiotices in the irar;:our a i.iarterplane

& airout I cruisers & rnuch ot.]ter shipping
corningi ani going. Coaling qoes or-r ail nig,rl-.
i';eat.her warn] but i:leasant. Proi;rise of lancjinE
on the inorrovi f or a route marcir.
T'uesciav 5tlr Aviol<e to f ind very rough sea
outsicie . Sreal<i'rater f ine sight . iioute lnarch
cut out. All officers vlent- asirore. i'io rnen
allov;ed off shj-p. Coulc not gct fruit. i,iajor
D'arcy anything but a Eentleinan in our estini-''
ation. trort Sycney sai led 11 a . rn. l3oorara
saileci 2 i).rii. course lJ.i'i.1,^d. l'.,1o sign of P.
Sycineir. ilo escort.. Sal"l three ',,J]'lales astern
spouting.

i1
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',,ieiinese'lai' 5i:i'r Stea:;ier sailing irarallel on
our starboaru siCe supposci to be p. 51zc1ne1z.
5a'0,' school cf porpo j- se s c}:as inq our siri;; .
itaining of f il on. jleautif ul tracie ',rind irlc'u;inE
(iionsocns )

f iiurrscia'r iir)'ing irospital sireet.s alI c1ay.
Stronq i.i.ii'. r,,/inu, Iong lcvl sr,+ell. i;oat parallel
on our cort. lJoctor i,rent to bea r'lith illi.:ri"nps
( Dr . Siripv.'a1r ) . i"r . i ic Crcaiie lef t in cirarge .

.i-'ricia.,' :-;iq ciay enlonE l>lanliets. l{ott.est
cialt since Iea'',zing r'\trsr;. Soui-he::ll Cross ol:I
our pori: Cue south . l.artin D1'cr (i'.uiitus )

-Jric i icl.ai' ( Cast.ritus ) . Lo'rel:' nigirt .

liaturcla-',' 9t.h J:,not.lier lci of ]:lanlie ts.
Concert on 3 p.;il. aft ceciE. Sang tt(,'ff toLhe
riic Grand.ett . Slei:1- on clcc,;..

Sunctar,, liit-h Church para,Je ilo 4 ueclt. Slei:t
inos t o r1 Cay .

i,ionci.rv 1 i th ijig sca swel:t over i:ort- dcci',,
rirenched aI l rrriro r,'Jrrre on ctecl." s Ieepiilg .

Sea vcry rouEh. l'iesterly gale.
Tuesria.,z i Zth il>r't-ra rouEir. iii!l seas shii:i:ing
everi/ f oiu' rninuteg. Sun hoi. i'Jot. f ar f ron
Socot.ra se a ca I neci .loi.rn s lept- on tci"r.
r,'etj 13tiii;air i:rolle cal:i ;1nci irot. Dj-cl i:ig
morning i';ith blanllci:s. -i!'",rniny-s put ulf .
rloxinE tournanent bet',.reen I:il1 &li. Zcalander ( ? )
llill ''rinning & General llooth i i';illoir iiilscii,
l'ii I son r';inninE on 4 tli ::oui:.il vi t.h l',noc llout
to j aw .ri,3iit j ai:
r-,etters ,;;rit'ccil i'hursd.av 1 ,,1i-h. iicll, iiotl:er,
i',loel , i';rs Cooli, il. Ccj:b, Iiope, iirs tregler.
';-'itlr::srja-/ 1 4t.ii iieavy ',lind ciuring nic;irt.
iJicc calra iay. Passei ;1rCen 12 a. iil. ila,i
tug-of -r,r€rr f inal won by 7th i.i. S. f i. uric
i. icitay came ou i: of iiospi t a 1 .

r:ritiay 15i-lr. Passcu througir iiell's Gate
3 a.iir.. Sarry Perirn IiEi:ihouse (.lrritish Garrison)
1 0 a. ii1. sigirtect 12 atlostles on starj:oard
and 3 brothers on port. ii'ool< piroto of 3

brothers. Southern enct of i1eo Sea st.uclied
l'rit.h islands.
Saturday 1 5th Lovely cool lrrcdt.her. iiardly
need. awnings. itrotiring sif,ecial onlir irlenty
of shii:ping. I'ircstlinE in afternoon, giood
display.
Suncia.r 1 7t.h iieather continues }:eautif u1.
Church paracle fine sernlon l:y iled Cross man
( C of f, ) i'ionclerf ul niountaia views.
l.ionc1a.:r Still iir liect 5ea.
'Iuescla.,' Iieachccl Port Suez at 7 p. fir. ilncirorei
off hari-,rour till 's a.iil.
',';eclncsriav :"ievally 4 a. in. and Uot of f i-,oat.
at 1 0 a; in. sLraigirt into catile trucirs ,i
of f to I'icascar. lleachec iioascar a]:ont 1

1.;.rir. & narcired througli lnain caftll to isolation
carrrp. l,Iet. Itingsland. Pitcheci 'cents all
a f ternccil .

b U.17
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'i'ea, br-rlly l:eef ii l',riscuits. Slept oit sartit . ''t
Tirurscla,r 21st i.:evaily iJ a.in. Farade t;.45 U t'il
t-o '/ .3C jirranEccl in 2nci training -..,(l i,Te: ilL
into oi:l:er tents
i'::'iile,./ 22r:i.]. usual para.clc. Piallcs flying
cverlrr;rircre. canLeen opener.l. i:iifles issucii.
:1.;j,'i: ij -",rC . iorrrir:g i:a::acie. i.lif le c-rier:ci se .
(Lelnbourlj ii Jacl; i;loi:inson coclls ) PulleC
iot,;n frio.rcjue e & erectcd seiire in af ternocn.
All i,.'c11.

Sunr:tai-',r tlarlrr ;rrot:ninE ciiurcil ilaraie. Lcaf ect
in ient. ;r1l cial'

i',orru.r'.- .iusil*tr1' (,:JIct;ieirta::1r )

'l'ucgda]t rr tl

l,ie cinc sciav !t rr

'i'irursr-:;i.r iiusl',et.ry ijl-crrcntary.
ilctting on peacc i:einE cieclareii
t'rirlar/ 2 gtii L:'la;ninecl ovcr i:rusltetry & llasseC
3 lroints ( possii:le ) anci 3 points on practical
\,Jorl.,. ,,ient on r,'it.n bayonet drill ani e>rtcnied
i,;or]',

Satr-rri.eiv 30tir Pilec .irrns on i:.rradc grcund
ancl s'r-rllcl,: tents, haC i:aracie baycnet Crill
ancl a-fter breaiifast went for s'i,riinning pe:i:ade
Lo snlal I i-ri-ttcr lal:es near "Isi:rnalia" f'
slept. aIl aftcrnoon.
Sunda"r_ 1 st Jul.z Ciru::ch paracle . V.oluntary'
sri/ilnitring ]:araiie . 1,,-f Lernoot: Coiltrtunion scervice .
'r;e r:t to Lr;i.iicLies tei:L, i'raci a cirat f or rt coui;le
of hours. ilicliari 2nu hclci l:is cour'c a't:
(:'o.Z&. CirilCren cli- Isracl crosseu the IieC
5e a j ust. ai:ove Port Suez ',,litici: \;.rd!i i:hen
uncier ',.la L.cr . I'olincl I'opa z .

,ioiluav iisual iraracies
'r-'LrcsciA\r 3r.i. $tartec, r.ius].-e try. L,ainccl Ztt
grou!)inE (l:ossii:lc J5) , 1 d application ( 20 )

14 rapici.. ist pay in.ugirpt 300 I'iastres
i;eci 4t.h iias paraCei to Coloncl lrrnott otl
r i f lc ranlic & had a <;ood ir&rn
'r'llursriai',' 5tii Finisireii rifle ranEe fir:itrq.
G.rineci 1'5 ,.10U yarcls alll)Iication aau 4 irits
rai.ri-i. Finisheci ui) 2 l:its inB irr si<ii:inishirrg.
Cailc ou'l- on toL: af ;iry reUitiir:u'1. 91 jloiiits
( 1 2A j-,'osr s iule )

iJriciat' 5'cli St.artcd i:ai;onct figili:i;lri. (*i:.
guarci,., lciig':oitiL, sj',.i;ri: 1,:citt'u r'.iitiiclr&:,i r
loirij loir, c:"rccss'i ve ui'i:lrdrii',,i,ai, rigitt i' lcft
l cng i-:o i rrt- )
.:;atr$rt;:i'itii Cru,:riy roon u..rriLin, ui) issue
sireets :lroiri issr.ie carls. I'ient f or svi:nl;ii-ng
paracle to lal.,c. ijor]',':ci all aiterrloolt. Let.tr:r
i'::oi;l iiell.
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Sundav Oroerly room till noon. 'i{ent to lSible
Class in afternoon & C of il Church in evenincd

i'tondav llorked in Q. i''1. Stores.
'jluesdav _1 0th On parade bayonet f ighting.
f"{edne sda.r 1 1 thBayone t f ight ing . Genera I
Chauvel supposed to have been in camp. Pay
day 1 00 piastres.
Itlhursdav Orderly roon (Touch nheu i'
l'ridav Q.li. Stores colectinE issues . C.
Corp. AII well . Lovely day.
Saturdav Q.l.'1. stores .

S_unoav

liondarz l3ayonet f ighting and gange marking .
Tuesclav 1 7 th !'trent to aeroclrome on Euard .
l.lent thro Randgers (hangers-?) llad a good
lo.ok around
lleclnesdav Bayonet f ighting and back into
the Q.l,l. stores with l'Ici(ay. Inoculated in
both arms.
'|l:ursda.r iiol iciay , but vgorl<ed in Q.lvi. stores .

irridav 2 Oth Big mai I in. Rec . letters f rorn
l'iell 3 , Father, l'lother, Einm n I'loel & Gert.
l'Jrote to iilell, I-lother ancl sent caros t.o

all family and Peglers. Officers tent burnt
doi+n. Everything practically destroyed.
Lost f lag. rianci played at ireaclguarters .
Virot.e Aub , Gert & Ne 1l .

Sat to Thursday On Q.11. work.
Tlrursday 26tir The f irst Reg ( 6th , 7th &

5tli ) marched oul- to detail. f stayed to
finish Q.l'1. books with i'larcroft.
Friciav 27th l'larchect out at 10.30 a.rn. to
detail. Ijric left for front Thursday. Claude
CadeII leaving Sat. Leaving O. !'ialters &

sel-f . llathaway detailed to A. S. C. earlier
in the week.
SaturCav & Sundav spent in detail. Sunday
night I vras vrarned to get reany to j oin
the regiment
i'lonclav 30t-h Started 7.30 a.in. to Kantara.
Rested there till 9.30 F.ffi. iJoarded train
1 0 p. m. Reached TeI EI lrara f or breakf ast.
ileachecl ll.afa 10.30. iiiarched to rest camp
12 miles and stayed overnight. Cauqht train
to main dunip 1 0 a. rn. next morning and were
met by ilegirnent l,rith horses. f'ias allot,teci
to C sguad B troop (Eric, ijenharn & self )

Ilathaway Cetaileci to A. S. C. earlier in the
wee]<.

ilurr stunts Outposts , night stunt to rai- lway
( Jacko ) failed. Beersheba stunt by 1 st
rjrigade. l{e were supports. 2nd stunt to
railvlay. Corp I'ioore killed.
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Receiveci 2 lots of letters irorn home. Ret.
to hospital 1 9th AuE. Itet SerE. lieiss (urother
Erina). 14th A.G. Flospital (Abbassia).
i'iet Rex Burns and severa I r,+ho cane over
on i3oorara. Carpenter being boarded. l/ent
f or lled Cross trip to Pyramics. On the
way we vi s i ted the zoo ancl had a good look
arouncl . The patirs v/ere inlaicl wi th srnooth
stones & c-les igned in most iveircl patterns .
iinimal s of a very f ine class & the Grotto
al:solutely magni f icent . Saw the Jroats the
Turi;.s crossed the canal- in. They are riddlea
with bullets and one 1 8 pounder shell hole.
ijoardecl the tram and away to the pyramii s .
F,oadway one lcng beautiful avenue & very
f ine surf ace road f or cars . IIaC tea under
the brovr of pyranids and then cff on dcnkeys
and carncls up to the vast structure. Several
of us enterecl the rnass but clid not go far
ovring Lo slippery nature of f loor and walls,
anct steepness. Saw vlhere the i(ings & Queens
v/ere buried & returned very tired to the
opening. Conf oundeci niggers the worry of
ones'lif e. Iteached the 14th A.G.l{. about
9 p. in. and dreamt of rnurnmies & being lost&
f iEhting with Pharoa or some arrcient kinqi.
Iiad leave Dass granted & visited the city.
Iiad a looli at var j-ous streets and f inal ty
haC tea at Y. i.i. C. A. in park . I'latchect hocl<ey
being played by Tommies on skates. Douqht
views of Cairo to send home. Visited by
Colonel Backkiouse and obta ineci rny di scharge
leaving hospital Tirursday 6th to becoire
once again a trooper. Tool< various snaps
rvhile in Cairo sending hone tc i'iel-l

trnd of rjiarv r,,rritten on loose sireets.

Au.i;.t iti lt
la

i p.* t(l r 
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Tire f ol lowing diary
21 October, 1 91 7 to
in the back of a 1 91

inscription:
" Copy f rorn olo
in Palestinett.

covering the period
encl of 1916 are vrritten
9 Diary with the follov;ing

book partly destroyed

21 s! oct.ober 1 91 7 Fini sheil gun class al I
but stoppages. Poisoned finger wiLh gun
oi I . Af:pl ieti f or scirool to f ini sh course
r,,Jas gi-ven a pass ancl sent. to Zietoun school
( Vicars gun ) . Boarded train i'ioascar 21 st
October . Arr ivecr Ztetoun 3 p . ril . 'Ient s
v/ere al lotteci , received pas ses to Ca j-ro
& vrent to lieilopolis, caught electric trarn.
Fine trarn service ( Belgian ) . Savr I{ei lopol i s
Flcuse & Casino, cost 3/4 rnillion. Train
rlrns to llei lopol i s orl salne tracks as trarns
(: Iine systent). flying Corps occupying
i{ei lopol i s }.iouse .

Started school morning of 2Zna, classes
6 to 7.30, 9 to 12, & 2 to 4p.nt. Irasses
granted to Ca i ro every l.lecl . Sa t & Sunday
afternoons. Visited 14th ti.G.IJ. tc see
CarpenLer & lIi 1l . I'Jent to 1,{atterea 'uri th
Carpenter. Saw the VirEin's l.lell , the noted
cirurcir close by ancl the big statue, also
the Virgin' s tree. Saiv cotton !:eing spun
in l-he vill.rge, ]<nocked rnilk bo1' Coivn,
molested by inhabitants for danages. One
horse k"noc}-,eC LIII On return j ourney, savn
native vreddinE bein,g celebratecl iu maj-n
s treet . Cauglit trarn and had tea in Esbel<iah
gardens.Purchased snall articles to be sent
home by iiric. Gave hin let.ters, diary, stones
et.c.
Good news of stunt, iJeersheba & Gaza f allen.
uig advance rnaCe 60 rniles to Jaf f a, Lucid
Ramleh & then across the hil-ls of Lebanon
to iiebron.
Gaineci good pass on gun 9)3?j. ( irirst class
ry!1nnor ) , tleturneC to iioascar saturda.r 10th\lullltv!,, a .-rvuu!rlvu 9v -rv!/Lsvs!

t\ oveirjJer .

l-ieceived parcel frorn t{ell while at Z:-etovrn.
Cake & lollies. 'l'r,,ro parcels awaitinE rne
at i'icascar, Opened tirem on 2Btir iJirthdal' ( 1 1 th
Usual routine work in details.
iiov 1 Ttir marched out of l,lo4scar f or Palestine.
iiaci dinner at i'irs Chisin's and boarded train
at 7 p. R. Reached Belah on 1 gth . I'lent to
rest cainp 1 mile west of station. i''Io shelter
rain fatlinE heavily, 2 sheets between 5,
i^larClovr, Iiodsiiiss, Sirti:son, Elton & iiunt.

Ji.ro,r-l
I"

i-l /i. i1

i'lov. '171.
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l"'ent t.o beach arlcl oi:taineci canvas from o1.l
Div ii. C)" & Irtade cosy .Jug-out. I{acj rout.e
inarches each uay to tire sea, gooci slrrfinE.
Savr the tanks v,'hicir tooi'. part in the assault
on Gaza. 1'ook photos. ll€r;rs of reqirnent
in t.renches itj.I'r'. of Jaffa.
Lef t r;elah ]-rcc 1 sL witir reinounts. GooC naci..
leaciing heavy arti t Iery horsc , Jrrute to
leaci. I.iaj or Chathan 5tir L. il. ii-r charge.
It. C. O. Don Dennis passeci thro Gaza, scerle
of clesolation everyrvhere. !'larola'vy & Sirni:son
both hacl spills and coulcl not go forvrard.
'I'renches Cug immediately in rear of tal1

cactus lredges. !'ionderf ul systeiil of trenci:.es.
In i:laces cactus'!,/as torn out b1' rools

'r;ith big siiells. ljuiLe uncierstanii ito'../ previous
atteini:ts f ai lecl ivithout big concentra tion
of ileavy arti Ilery ancl hiq;ir e>iplosives.
Iioles rnacle by rnonitor shells 10 ft Ceep
12f t across. Pieces of sirell 4 inches thic].,.
i'iost houscs half down. Urnbrella hilt rvonderf ul
recloubt . iiaterd uF . F.e.:le ni sheci ircrse t nen
rationsat dunrp on northern sirie of to'"^/n.
Saw Brouqlhton at dunp. Continuec j ourney
along our ov/n rail',/a.f line.
Ilocle till well afier darii. l,iissec traci<,
]ralt calleci , put hcrse lines clo'"+n & had
tea. picket tolcl of f , v/as on f ron 1 0 to
12 & $ to 6 cl .fi(.
faul::e over at lnidnight, l:oi,rbs bursting about
t itile to f ront right, trying to hit aerodrorne.
i{o damage cone. Continuous i:ornbing f or tlvo
hours. One rnan r^rouncled. Fed up at claybreal'.,,
]raC breaiif ast and rocle in to Julian.
l'Jatered irorses.rrith bucliets or-rt of one srnall
'."rel1 . !'ollo'',"led Jac}',o rai I tor,.,tarCs j unction
station. Sa!,.' train (anrnunition ) .,,ririch i,ras
' irit by nlonitor sirell, Fieces of truclis throvrn
1 0 0 yds f rorir I ine . l'iuch ammuni tion , bombs
etc l)'ing about.
I?eacired j unction station 5 il. m. Drew rations
at c1ump, repleni shed nosebaEs & returned
to cainping ground. f or the niqht. I:{ad Eood
night.. Pl-enty of water & f ecd f or the irorses.
j-',esunted march T a.ril. tot^/ards Rarnleh. Fassed
several srnall villages on rail. Purciraseu
sLllcirdiia oranEes. ..rrriveci llainleir 12 noon.
lreu ull anci ccntinuecl thro LuciC ancl on tc
snall Gernan settlenent rniC.'*'alr irctr.teen Jaffa

1a
c( i_.1 L,l.(-,{'L{ o

if atercd & f eci up in German orcliarci. l'line
s1:i-es caugl:t in irouse night l:ef ore. Si:lend-i-d
saiai:le of OranEe s, l.{and.arins, etc.
i.,et Tucrcienha;n, itucici & i,tart-ln Lutirer all
in tire Divisional 'Lrain. i.ioveri to rear of
6th Iines at dus;li, t'. pu'L Co',vn irorse l-incs.
lleavy bonbariment i:y our Euns . S iilt-h & ca;ne l-
Cori"rs attaciled. l'iaj or ria::ton I s brotirer
v/as kilieci in rairi.
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Dec 4 t.ir 1 91 7 lianctei over irorses in norning
to artitlery & 2nt1, ijriEaue & j oinecl. ov/n
Squadroif. iien Iooj<iiig very tireci & tirin.
Caclell , i"icl(ay ilalters all look cione ui).
i"l lot teci to D troop . Tratts ferrecl to il trooit

on goinE into trenches at night. Slept j-n
posie to rear of trenches liaci breal<fast
do'",in at cactus hecige ancl returnecl t.o trenches
to cJiit annlunition 1:osie. SerEeants & Lieut
irindley trying capturec nachine gun & cire',"i
.rrl-illery f ire "whiz bangs".
Paytcn, ;:rniy Srcr';n & self in i:osie. Shell
bIe,,'; ,siCe out " Two ;rcl1ets l'tit 13ro','rn,
I'a1zl6,p snoLherec i'iith dirt, self off scot
f rr.o - f '"*o tirro hat ! Co:rnlunicat.ion trencir&rvvt 9rlv

];.locl..eci. 'free near v;he::e I sle;"rt previous
nigfit}:lo',"rn out & sleei:ingi posic tl:c scene
of a bursting shell. v'Ient on list-ening
post at nigitt 300 yds ia front of trenclles.
ilon Denni s Corp ir: charge . llave iiing , Fa!'ton
& self . Laining alI night. ilo slee,r, i;ullets
ci-rtting cactus lieclEe iinnerliately in.r-ront
of post. ;iorkcd shif ts, l-i'ro hcurs oil r t'rJo
of f . iteturnecl tc trenches ai "1airb5e.1;., all
o.i(.
iicc. 6tli. ilaci tire wholr: i-ay off . T",tere to
have ceen re l icveci at 5 Ll . n . by Scots . Iiad
to nan the trE:nclres at carii. Scots took
ovcr at 10.30 i)...i1. J"ac;'r.o openeC :teavit j:ire
aIcnE irirole front',';hich lerstcci couple of
hours 'u;ithout a pause. t",'cre surc of an
attaci< as a re pri saI , r,/e iraving capt.urcc
1 4 0 rrei-i einci ;nuci"l l:octy tliree nights l:ef orc .
;iet.ired to horses 10.30. ;"lcoe i;'lorrie,
Eric riding Ginger. r,iirile r,.raitinql to forni
ul'r in l,riEaCe formation ireavy rain fell
& soai:eci 11s to the skin . i'lovecl of f i-o i,7adi

? r,'hich lre reacirecl at t! a . rii. turneC
in in r,tel: i.li-anl.-et.s till ciar,,ln.
.{emainei in titis can!) t.il-I 1 4Lh. tircn rncved
Sioutir iic',.rn the coast to lisciuC. l"orir.icC carTlp
on sanu, lnuch rain f alling, 'i,rotcring pl-ace
inr;assil:lc, hau to go to wacii near l:eacit
to ',./ater t'*'ice a Cair.
Tent ;iiates iiruce liror.'n, Clive irrost, i'iric
i'r-r/<,t a -^1'f- tirir-'lrn cai'ite ofLerr Lo see usi'.Uj\c:. Y C: i)\j r ! . Jl- rLr: J

i'Jirile in cainp. liric ol.:tainect rlositicr: in
orccrl.;' room, handcci Gingcr ovcr to lilc,
also i>ioncer pack ancl shoEger. T'hree iiorses
Lo lcoi.. af ter. Yates had bau thurni: causecl
'i-., ...,^-i ^1.'l =' +-1.-^-1- 'l nf {- {:nI. f ielcl ainilul-j)J 

-JLLL-JLIV 
|Jq:(aI t-Irul-117 i\:.:I L I\J

ance airi 'i,,'eni: ei.or,in the l ine to hosl:ital .

On i9i,i: receiveci 28 lctters ltrnas inail.
r"oot.]:all gr:ing strong, good sguac-lron teatls.
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)imas Dav Raining cats & Dogs . i3ivv stancl ing
well. liad concert at night in bell tent.
30 odi, all sraoking, etc. Great fun, I don't
think ! Plenty of comforts funds to hand
and extra rations for necldies. itum & cigars
macle things happy for rnost men & very unhappy
f or non-drinker:s.
i.iotirinE of importance happeninE for first
'v/e ek of lievr Vear. i).uinours of taking over
front line sector froin the l'i.Z's.
l l th Januarv llaci general parade for cinemer

1 2 L.h Struck canp & started back f ur l',lacli
Enyne, Ied shogger, carnped practically on
olct site but on higher ground. I{oads in
awful state practically ii:rpassible for vrheeleo
traffic. Oranges in full swing. Preparing
f or sport.s. Football going strong, 6th l),.egiment
leading in competition. 7th runners up.
Rain falling every third day. Gocd camp,
soon dried i,v-ith strong breeze. Hric still
campinE ',vi th me .

-{S!_5 !t11?.egiment started for llalin i'J"r,'{. of
Lucti. One rnan tg.- !!:f ee hprFes rgtlrrped sqme
niEht to I^lacri Jlnyne. TooJ., over f rom li. Z I s.
Canterbury ilill. trair road inost of the
-'oray. i,iaking nevr road down big hill into
i{acii idalin. Pitcirecl bivvies vlhere i'I . Z' s
had theirs. Put out necessary posts ancl
proceedecl to rnaile tlrings comf y. iiain held
cf f till tent.s vrere erect.eC. iio 1 post
had f ine cave l-c sleep in, No 2 no cave ,
Iistening post do'u/n at foot of hilt in cave
r,'rhich leaked ivhen heavy rain feII,
1 5 th f ei: . tiad an earth tretnour . ilart &

self on da1' observaticn 1:ost I'lo. 2. iiain
Cuty r"/as to stop incoming ancl outgoinq
lledouins vrhich gave us plenty to do ancl
plenty of firing.
21 st Savr lights f rorn l'Jalirn, extra pcst
put on to r.;atch. Every seconcl clay vralked
2 rni les to i'rork on mountain roaC . Used
quncotLon . Ilacl sirooting excurs ious behind
the line. Gazelle, partridqe, hares etc.
2 9th. l'eb. ilart & self sat f or Of f icial-
Arti st in i,io 1 sangar . iIaC gun nountecl
f or event. 'Iook a qooC f er.v snaps around
liali-n.
i3oys bacl., r"rith the horses sent us up a pack
irorse with backsheesh goocls, nuch apilreciatecl
by al I . llart & self canpeC together al I
the ti;ne. Cornf y bivy. l''ireplace inside,
1:Ienty of srnoke. Colci intense of a night
tine.
I'iarcir lithF{eturnecr to i''iadi llnyne to prepare
f or str.rnt across tire JorCan. Grea'l- enthusiasm
vrhen rrJ€ v/ere tolcl we woulci see Jerusalern.
Ilaci. muster parade, ciiscs inspected anc f orned
up rnorning of 1 3th i'larch f or Jerusalem.
I{eacheC Latrone at ,Jusk. Pltcheri canp.
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I.iain fallinE. Dr:.ly one blani.,etr bivy sheet r r

& grounci sireet per nan | \2 
: t j

l.r -: -:,- +- ^ .tr 1 il !- r- L ^-f, ^.. {- ^{: L-.1 --. - * ^l- ^ 
l''I'Jlgnt or t 6tir washecl out of bivy, not a 

.)r* tr idciry soul in camp. Everything soaking i,ret.
Carnped on ireap of tibbin till ciaybreak.Canera
ruineci. Er j-c st-ayeC at llacli lJnyne ( enviecl
him Ereatly )

St-a.rted for ,Jerusalenr inorninll of 17tir St
Patri-c1".' s Day. ?Jet., colC, sick, sad & sorr).'.
F ine enEineering worl.;s alonc; portions of
rnountainous road. Gootl Erailes. Splencid
surface. ltained off & on all Cay. Cit.y carne
in sight 4 p.il. First buildings seen liaiser's
Palace & i{ussi-an To'*'/er on i'lount of Olives.
i,luci"r feeling passed ti:ru trooi:s on the',./onder-
f ul sights aireacl of us. "Jerusalei-;r tlre
Gol.ien" anci "The i]oly City" \,/ere both nnurderetl
all along the line till \,/e actually entered
the streets v;hen the cheering of the populace
i:ecame preCorninant. Cane to a halt j ust
outsicle the old City lJall on a vacant patch
of terraceci grouncl. Raiir f el I all night.
lJo i:ivli sheets bacl.. with cainels soneryhere.

Spent ar,vf ul night.
i"iorninq of l Eth broke f ine ano rrie rnanaged
to dry tirings pretty well & enjoyed the
sunshine imirtensely.
The 19tir we entered the old City )ry the
Dairascus Eate. Small parties under an of f icer
were allowecl. in, ancl we sar,./ i;rost of tire
interesting places, sucir as i'losque of Omar,
Teinple of i{oly Sepulchre, Pool of iletirescla,
The Up1:er il.oorn, etc. The streets were filthi'
.lncl very slippery on col:ble stones !/orn
snooth with bare f eet of centuries. l'tro

Sanitariz arrangenents in exj-stance & everywhcre
f itth reiqnecl suprerne. i.ien nanagcd to get
Cognac ',,lhicir .iro-,ze tireni ravinE inad. Thrcr-rgh
tireir Cisorclcrly conduct \v'o haii tc co a
route iriarch around the i,lount of Ol ive s .
Oi:taineci Eood snaps everyi.ri:ere.
i,iorni ncr cf 2 0 t.h went to :1 . C . servi ce Ternpl e
of IIoIy Sepulchrre with i'iic}l Logan 7 a. m.
l.'our services being carriecl on at once in
the saine l-rui lc1ing in the sarne rooln Greek ,
Catirclic, Arrnerrian, ilahoinnredan.
1 1 a. iTl. went to conrbined Proteslant Service
in C of ii Ca tl:recJra I , Church of St George
in liew City. Bishop of Jerusalei;r helci service
lish i'ieclnesclay. 7 p.iii. ieoveci cr-rt of cainp
& ireaied towarcis Jericho. Crosseci VaIley
crf Jehosiphat anC skirtecl {;arclen of Get}:seinane.
Passeci thro iJetirany and cescendecl long hi l l
to val ley ltd . iteachecl Tebira ta clumrn 4 a . iit .
overlooiiing Jorcian Valley. Sar.r artillery
she I I inq thre river .
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i'l,oveci out nic;ht of.2Znu anc.i golr GinEer bacl'l
at. stoney cainit. ilocre to ivitirin 5 miles of
iliver. CauipeC tilI claylight. Crossecr river
on pontooir briclge anC kept going tiII tirc
f oot-iri I I s 'v/cre reacired . Cros sei ri-ver
abcut 5 miles from Dead Sea, 1200 ft beloiv
sea level. Passect Jerichc on cur left hand.
FeC up anci prepared for lonE i'ieary ririe
over nountaias. Jac]<o Cava Lry api:eareii
near Deac Sea but got aviay. iiain f alling
sligirtli'. l'loveC. off at suncioi,rn.Iioad tor>
bad f or arti l lery .u;iricir hacl to l:e lef t ]:eh j-nc1 .
ilcad narrot'/s do',,/rr to a inere goat track-.
i.?.ain fallinE incessantly ano inuch lieavier.
iiunclreds of i\rabs j oinecl our ranlis on valley
sloires. Their carnll very pictures.nte & eve: ry-
cne astir, men Ealloiring about-, s'rJorc-is cira',,/n,
and rifles firir:g every',.,'itere. Passeci clesi-latch
riders canpeC f or night. Single f iIe v;alkrincl
f or rnost of tiine. I{aining ireavcns harrd.
iialt. calle.,l 3 a.rn. Ca;n;oeci ',,/here i,,re \./ere

till daiibps6i;. i,loveci on couplc of rniles
anC fomed caiili). St.ilt raining an,; e:<trcincly
cclcr. Ca;ncl Corps caughL up inid-iay. Dirl
si'rort i:atrol anci nove cl out of car:ii) 2 i). i;I.
heacred for I'ladeba. iiiElit sei in rrery wet,
inuch ccliier. Passeci thru Carcassian VilIac.rc
and iralt.ea f or tliree irours to tire Siouth.
'i'l-le cold & i"rincr irere was a',.iful. Ca-ught u!l
to i\ . Z ' s at daybreai; . Formecf cami) close
by and sent out p:atrol s . Captureri 2AA pri soners ,
28 transport lorries & several cars.
Sur-r shone during nornin.J. I)ried clothes.
Felt i;ruch better. Grazed, irorses rnost of
cial' . Dici cutpost at night . ilad good s leep
l-ef t on pcst ire>:t morning. Reg. movetj out,
hacl to catch up l&,ter on. i{eaCe to i'r,rnman.
Packs ',+ent i:acl< to rneet carncl s f or rations .
7th A.L.ii. on screen caine into action 2
rni le s rr,'est of Aminan. Very hcavii rnachinc
,yun f ire. l.to artiltery to shif t thern f rorn
dominating posit j-cn. OnIy Indian Sat.tcri'
( l1ountain batterl' ) 1 st Brigaciu f oreed
ii>r Salt iioad lini.,ed uit on norti: flank.
irrtillery v€r}r slor,* getting up trX Salt ll.oa,:l
owing t-o avqf ul condit.ion of road. 'frieC
to gain position along waci but haci t.o gallop
out uncler heavy nachine gun fire. i';cnL
int.o action disinounted. i-,ogdr) & liinq liilIeci.
,'iaj o.i: Carton, Lieut trinley, Lieut $ut.tor
rrouncied, leaving ?nC Lieut liall-.er in charEe
of C Sguadron. IielC on till 5 p.in. i:letired
to rid;:e & buil-t sanEars. iieavir artillcrlr
f ire goinE on. Picked to go on listening
i:cst . Corp i'{acrae , iii 1 lor,v i'li I son , }ien iiart
& self . tsaC nightr ro slee1:, or'ringJ to close-
ness of enern.y'. Fl,etired to horses for breallfast.
tiooson tool.. my 1:lace on line. i:'eeling ef f ects
of r,vet . Verlr baii back . Aching a I I over .
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On f irst ciay*, gdlloping into posi-r-ion ' :J

troop roce into plougtheci ground, ircrses L't

sank to ]:ellics, clrer,l artillery f ire. Splil:
into 2 anu;nanageo to get out "urith 5 trorses t
irit ancl tito rnen shell-sirocll. llo-one iril-
or,,ring to sirclls buririnE in nud.
7th riioved to riCge & allo','recl itrfani:ry to
ta]..e up froi:taI attacj<. General for'.'sarci
"-"cl' r| 1n a.:n. ilell 1et loose. iieavy cetsual-PLr>rr crL I v
tics in {5th anct carrtcl cor!)s. Inf antrir oid
.:n l r=n ii i r:r hayonet cirarge uiJ infant-ry iri l I ,,)l:'Lv..ur*\J

3 t ii;ies ,f riven bacl< by su!)erior nunbers .
l lanj/ 'rrourtf €d irai to be lef t to the ittercy
of tire enein)/ as it i/as in1:ossible to get
i:he;n bac]; ui'icier sucir fire es was sv/eepinE
the intervening cJrounci. . Under covcr oi
'iarkness rleir line of Cef ence ;nacie. i,inc
sarily weal<ened, everyone feelin,g ltiore or
less saci thro loss of ciooci true inates aucl
sclciiers
Sn-ii:ing ancl Eencral tnaciiine Eun & artiltery
f ire all 3rci clay. Iliilgson hit, anci haci
to tai.,e iii s place on Eun in cave . Lay f or
i; hour beirincl olle heair of stottcs, f riglitcneld
i:o i'nove . !',ratchecr shel l burst on irtacirine
glln iros i t ion an<l t.hen ran f or clear I i f e
to cave & safety.
iirevl lbacr at suttiio'urn to rnain ridge preiraratory
to evacuating posj-tion. Put all Eear on
irorses anci. again rrtorllled the sangal:s. llidni.,7ht
',rent cloi+n a;rd. goL J:lanl"ets and sheet.. Duci
liccrson & self on gun. i)ayligirt' inf.rntry
inoveci ]rac}l uncier artiltery fire. L.li. last
t.o Ic:ave covcring inf antry ret,reat. i,ianageC
fn rrr.f .i'"..r;tr/ :"zi i-hnrrt'l*-.t,4 ^.' -*f i I I rff^"t f i-fC.(-\J YL-L !:ricrY rvILl.l(JL.LL ;!<al"-LIlti (^l- L-J-ri1--!i rr

i\l.Zrs on rear guarci. Oi:.itainei i:orse feecj
as S',,Jal'Ileh,:''. returned io cld calip to ration
uil 1., ]rave tca, rain falli::ctr sjJlit blanl"et
& jlut unCer coal-. iie;tt iairl)'\,Jarfl.P.tsseo
i-racii tlru Si'la-irIch. Passecl capt-urec1 trncl uiestroycci
nctors anci reachecl iJ;l Sa lt ai-iout i;ticiniqh t. .
Calrllei in rain, iitoveci off at daylig;rt &

cauEht ui) to irun'ireds o-i- refuclees going
iown tc Jer i circ .
ii. Zts cut up at liin Sur oil rearrgllo.rci l:y
;:arcassians.erossing val iei' i.torninE of
1st i\pril sctruailron of tatti:s;cainc over but.
',,'er:c ireaten of f , o:rliz f c",, lroini-rs iroi;i:eC.
Crossecl iiiver ancl ;:itciret, camp near Jericlio.
' iz"r'r -i -' '" ^ f 2 ncl a pr i l- tvto tau j:e s cAitie overr'iLJr r.r-L1r:J \./r

aryl droplred boi:ibs arnollg Lransp:crt cancls.
;Jpent ciay uiEg j-r-1,=J f utrls itcles. i\ sr.1-irau

riioved ou't 3 il.I.l. anci reitain,ler lilovctf oitt
at- sundo'u,;n. Passeu t-iiru Jerichc & travelleci
E ririles i:o tliehii.'3 ;iacii. Canii-reC i:iiI Cayl-.,real.,
airi ;novei inl-o Cee;: iiri"'.,;adi. A scluac in
,'iiy3 att.acirecr and r,roinqi jorrian lrat:els for
cai:ieI ccrlls.
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f"ient as peinter midday of 5th to A Squad .
R eturnecl & took C Squacl to re I i eve A . Scluad .
Carriecl on vrith patrols alomg !^/adi l4ahalai
& olC Rornan ltoad. ''dere relieved h'r, 5th
Reg . af ter 1 4 days & ."vent out on r:econna i ssance
stunt across the Auj a towards Lit. l''iere
hevravily shelled on flat and returned to
cover in timber. Fell back at night to old
pos j-tion. Sixth doing ciay patrol , 7th night
patrol. l'loveci up to 'Iruny. Again acted
as pointer. Got off track returning. Left
swainpy ground and wound round the hi I I s .
Reachecl camp 1 1 o' clock. 'l'ook srquad up next
rnorning . !'i ere shel lect in thi s camp. Did
patrols cut in f ront of ivlusselarbour. Ex-
perience with nel,/ men under f irst f ire.
Rec. mail. l'lo 38 letter from NeIl.
15tir April liovecl across Jordan on Dernonstration
I{eavi 1y shel leci . Atternpt on irlabulus f ai led

very f ormf clable f ortres s . Did outpost and
returned to Truny next c1ay.

Carried on patrols etc titl night of 3'l st,
Irorrned up in tlrigacle formation and moved
dovrn to River. C SquaCron escort to guns.
Crosserj River i,tay 1 st. and escorteC Euns
to r,+ithin 2 rni les of f oothi 1l- s . Took up
position lef t of guns and vraitecl f or daybreak.
Single shots were first fired and succeecleci

in drav;ing enemy f ire mountain batteries.
trnemy field guns opened on usfrom left front
Shubert Nimerin shots going over o!.rr heac-ls.

Own Euns tralned onto ilij-merin. Sixteen
gurls opened up r awf ul roar, being under
muzzles. Fire kept up for ten minutes.
Jacko replieci vlith as rnan]/ guns. trouncl our-
selves in arvkr,,rard i:Iace . Charl ie Turner
hit, also 4 horses. t,tovecl out of line of
f ir:e . rf.el ieved by Indians at night & rnoved
back to Gorraniah crossinE. Camped tilI
midnight- & then move<i up valley vrhich hao
been cleared by 3rt1 & 4th iiricgades. I'lad
breakf ast at ltecl l{ilL. Charlie Turner d"ierl
early morning in Jericho. Es Salt had f allen
sanle night. ,,.FoIlovretl 3rc1 BriEacre up hills
anci reacirecl Cs Salt noon. V'/ent out to Svraleli,
hacr tea and put out outposts. Eight o' clock
all were called inand moved back into Es
Iialt. 4th Ilrigade lost heavily in valley
i:y counter attack. Lost barttery of quns
and a I so entrance to the track r'rhl ch v/e
came up thereby cutting us ccrnpletely of f .
Regaineci position anci helci on. 3rd Brigade
h olding line of communication. 1st & 2nd
in Es SaIt also mountain battery Indians
liiinerin stilI helcl fir;nly by Jacko. Fcsition
very treacherous. Vlord to withclrar,v. I'ield
dressings etc brought over by aeroplanes.

\-. q , t.;
r"

s,t8



26
Drew out niqbt of 5th. 7th on rearEuard.
I left vriE6 heaciquarters with spare aillmunition
pack. ,riere shelleil from l{imerin- I?eacheci
Gorraniah crossing mid-day - l{acl }unch &

r,,laited f or return of Regiment, moved across
to Jericho ancl camped night of Mav 5t'h.

On ina.r 7lh we vJere heavily bonrbed by Taul:es.
.\€.fiaI torped0 lanoed in B Squadron killinq;
g men & I horses ancj vrouncling 10 ncn & i 0

horses. Franll jJulI anrongst tire slain. Awf uI
s ight . Al I inen buriec at ceinetery near f oot
of old roacL Jericiro.
i"iav 1Cth. Anniversary of sailipg frotn I'lelb.
'^ta s .ri s i teci by Co t Ande r son vrho wa s camped
unoer IiilI of T'ernptation. i'{oveci carnp to
r,vhere 4tir l3rigac1e were. Cool< house startecl .

Duties trench ciigging & vrj-ring at i'tusselari:our
and T,runy . liacle |io 2 on gun . Du s t f eet creep
on way to rvater . Yate s hacr leave f or 1 2

lnonths. Stopped ior v/earing shorts in valley.
iial<ing roa{ past canteen to Div. I{. iluarters.
Cont i nued i t on to 'f rttnY

I,iicrht of 19tir sal,/ col at 4th Brigade lrield
nmnuf ance in tire Auj a. Did not' speak to
hirn as we were in a irurrir. i'{oveil camp to
sjnage Gully beirincl Div. II . Q, Still making
roads & 'uriring in f ront of bth. i'Jas put
in cook house with l3rigden - King 't/cot to
Alex. on cooj<ing school. Squacron doing
ont;tost at TrunY

June 5th. itelieved by 3rd i3rigade & inovecl
out of 

=aInL) 
nig|t of 5th f or Tel lata-L)uni"it.

cainped all day 6tir. ft.abbits on issue. irlade
fire treucir, coolled saiTle & vegetables. iiotten
issue vihen mobile. StrucJ< camp sundown
& travelleci al I night , iteaciied }3ethany aird
had to puc greatcoats on. Passecf tirrouEh
Jerusalein eirly darvn ancl reachect Solomom's
Pools about 9 a.m. l)riving f og on the mount-
a ins . i.lo woocl to boi I up . carnp very cireary .

iiveryone f eel ing the cold very much af ter
lonE stay in the valley.
carnpeci about I miles past ilethlehenr along
the ilebron lioacl . Stayeci in coolihouse vrith
Briqden. l'lain issue rabbits & wet green
r+ooci. Er;gs 1 A / * ioz. Bougltt one doz .
carriecl 0rr till 1Otir when went down l'rith
malaria.
1 1 th i une was adr,ritted to f ield arnbulance
aJrC temp tallen 103o. Car-iEht firsc arnbulance
car to Jerusalern anC was aclrnittecl to clearing
stat.ion 77Lh General. StayeC till 1 3tq
and went l:y motor convoy to Lu'rd '*h i ch vi a s

reachecl by noon. Put into hospital train
7.30 satne night ancl carne right thru to
I(antara. Lef t rnorning of 1 6th f or Cairo
ancl 31 st Gen 1{os1:.
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ilad 21 ciays course of qr*rinine. Sp1een enlargeC
and rireumatic pains. I)r. i'iary Davicl in
attendance. i"iostly llnglisir Sisters ancr
V. A. D' s , being replaced <lai ly bg 'Ausi '

Sisters. !'ood ar,vf ul, morninE llorriclge and
one slice bread & ciripping, Dinner ( hot
rneal ) general ly sour lni Ik pudding , evening
tea & bread & ciripping. i'Jc canteen. tlot.
allov;ect out of hospital only on ReC Cross
trips. Ilnj oyeo them immensely. Sent cable
horne beginning of. month.
Discirarqecl on lStit (JuIv) ancl vrent to lJoulac.
L€EVe every second dai' ( afternoon ) to Cairo.
Got. special Leave &'r,r€nt to Banl< to dra',nl
rernittence money 10 pounds. Visited ilouski
and purchased brassware f or tiellie & i',iother.
Sent them clirect f roin shoi:, i{ad photo taken
with Guy l{ilson and ljric rrtcKay. Eric cjov'in
at il.Q. on duty. Gave book & fillns to Guy
who sent safne to l{ellie with pirotos.
Julv 1 9th i?eturnecl to i"loascar. Put in
application f or leave to Ale:<. Did dutlz
on Sian j- plough ti 1l lea.,ze came throuEli .

i,'rrent. to Ale:< huqust 1 st. Caugirt carlr- train
t.o Cairo. llarJ Cinaer at. SolCier's il.est
Iiouse and caught train 3 . 45 to ;ile:<. Sent
teleEraifl, bookerl roorit at i'iindsor. Arriveci
6 p. iir. & vrent to rooin 6B ira<l ivash anci descenclecr
to 1-ea . llad s trol I round toivn & turnecl
in earllr. i.'iet 4th llrigaie signallers and
i:roverl good rnates cluring my stay . Vi sited
Catacombs, also P.arnleh ancl all principal
s ights in and arounci i\lex.
Spent Eood dea I of t ime at I'loumea Gardens
i'rhich are very f ine indecC. 'look Eood f ew
sna)s, sent soine Cirectly to iJell. Reautif uI
f ernery, slee;:ing lrlant f rorn India.
ileturned to iioascar iruq 7_th',geIl satisfieC
vritir tri1r. l?ent to Port SaiC witir cricl':et
tr:arm on Saturcialt. Lost g&irlc i:y fei,; runs.
ilaci IittIe finEer on rigltt liand i:rolten
i,iitli ball behini thrl wicl-,et. L'.e t. Lo iio:tscar
sarne night, coultl have staycd over SJunCay.

iiur-lu:;t f itir Ieft for iieEir;tent & trainei
rigirt tirru i,o Jerusalen . li"ent to cieta i 1
carrp and !/as met i:y jiric wlto 'vrds on his
way to lioascar to ta}',c over Orderly i?.oon.

,r;ent into Jerusalen anci 'entered the OId
City f or the ihirC time. Sal'i plane coi'nc
dc'rin in caiilp area. 1'ool'. snaps of sante.
i{aC tca at. iirs Ciri srns n€rr/ canteen. i''lenL
cut to l{e{Jiment nc>lt inorninE cn motor r,,/aEg'ons

ancl qot intc rj troop again . AI I i:'usy preparing
fcr general inspection oi/ Generals Chater
& Chavel.

iU t t7
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Serg. Kenny in cornmancl of ts Troop rnoved off to
val ley on evening of 2 4Lh . Campecl at Bethany
for the nigirt and travcllei all''ne:<t day
to Telataclum, stayed right there and vrent
to valley next rncrnirtg. Carnped in Cunrny
cainp near iericiro and moved int.o tiacli nearby
at niqht time. I3 Troop detai leC of f f or
Cuty trocp to Div. Il.'U. r:nder Lieut Finley.
I'urned in at 1 0 p. ffi. Ca 1lecl up at 5 a . in.
and .1i. Troop move,i out uncier Lieut Finle1r.
r/ent about 2 rniles ancl v/ere fired on.Retreatecl
to position and sent i:ack word to rnain f orces.
l{ain screen cane ul?. li Troop fell in on
right flanl<r g&lloped up first l:iIl anci
cai:t.urerj ,ifi nen, sever:al lnachine-guits anc
nuch aminunition. ilo-one hit in the charEe.
l.iaie seccncf riCge. P.eceiveo heavy inf iltrating
f ire i,r!rich ;nade us ducl., t tvlist. Disrnountei
f or action ancl tore into retreating eneir-ly.
iteacheci last ridge to Amirran an,J facecl tire
rna.in fortifications. IieIci up for 4 hou:.-s.

Engaged enemy f rorn f ront and ii . Squaclron
uncler Lieut l'Jilliains went in froin flank
and cai:tureti 140 inen , 20 rnachine gurls anc
mucir booty. ileavy f ire f roin f urther- iri lls
across f rom Amman. Did a biE f lanking rnove-
ment ancl surrouncled tire to';ln biz 5 p. rli.
lrent clown int.o to'".Jn and rvatered up. Iiorse
liain t t hracl rvater f or 4B hours. l,'lent rouncl
into big i+aoj- anil canped Slept vrell and
all felt very hairpy over event.s. 4000 pris-
oniJrs , eight f ielci giuns and many inachrine
Euns , aniinaJ- s , etc . S1:ent ti'ro ciays irere
and then went up t'c h i Eh grounc to cainp .
Yient out 'rrith i"icDowell, f ounc'l & renovatecl
i(ing t s anci Logants (liraves, re"Lurned to f inci
regirnent getting ready to lnove. Iloved 1

p.fir.& rode 18 rniles to Ze Za. i:.ocle tr.iclve
'niles ste.rdy viall:. rJrder caJ'.re to EaI-lorl
last six mi les . LanCeci Ze Za j ust on sunrl.own.
ilundreds of Arai.rs rnounted on canels 3* horses
(80-a-20). ijrol<e tlrru their lines and drove
them back, tc a saf e Cistance. 4000 Turl;s
surrenderecl anC were gathereci in fron thcir
Iines of defence into Ze Za Railway Station.
Tooli up posts aI I rouncl them f or the niEht .
5tit L.l{. firing aII night long tire Jacl.,o
guns, also iiaa Jacl..os ,loing outpost duty
against the Arabs. Starteu f or j\mman about
E a . iil . i'lo vrater ancl pri soners craving bef ore
many rni les on their j ournelr. Obtained a
l ittle water anil rec . a vratch f or sarrle .
Gave one olcl inan a riiie anrJ he gave:le a
ring. ?.eachei Arrrrnan 5 o t clocJ<. Frisoners
campeci at ',,/ater 

t s ecige.
'v',ient up +;o ol-,1 camp and had one ciay t s rest
ancl then tocl-, ovcr prisoners again and starteci
f cr Jericiro. ilirst 'lay ;narchecl to Svrahleih
abcut B iei le s . Cainpcd ancJ nroved of f earIlz
ne:<t rlorning f or ris Salt. ileaciieci ljs Salt
about 3 p. in. l'.len rushecj the 1- icy trees v,rfrich
l-lrol',e cio',./rr uncjer t.ire <ireat- i)ressure of Jrurnan flesh.
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Canpecl again f or the night. iiext inorning met
r-rank Jone s anci iraii a ya rn to h im wh i I s t
rnoving along. Startec f or Shubert i'iimerin
which v/as reacire,e ; ust at dark. DistributeC
bul lir anci l:i scui ts to pri soners anci again
carnpea f or ni,.1ht. Cotltinueci j ourney earllz.
uaini:eo f or two hours at the river. ila.J a
svlin, also manl' JacJ'*os had a nuch necdeci
clip, anC again movecl off at 2 F.fl. i:ieachec
Jericho & handeci over to Jewisir Dattalicn
and returned to iionastory','rhere the l:riqacle
had forneC up.
I'laiI and parcels awaitinE us also bucl.,sheesh
stuf f . i'iasI:ed. horses and rnen in j-rriEation
water near-L:y. Everyone e;rj oying coinpletc
rest for a fe',,,' hours.
i'iovecl or-rl- of val-Iey at nigirt tc TeIl-t.a-
durnn. Carnped the nigitt anC inovecl on next
clay to Jerusalen. Carai:eC j ust under i'lount
of Olives on the i{abulus ;.toad. Passes issued
to the Olci City Di-i not qo in thc first
Cay as I \?as clown vrith i:ralarj-a. IeIt better'
tortarus nigirt and itact f air ::iclht ' s sleci:. i'ient
into t-ovrn next ciay ernci thro ' the Olci Ci ty
r,ii tir tire gu icle f rom the Church Ar::ry at Churcir
of St Geo.
Visil-eci iUt. Zion for the first tiine, rnagnificent
lloman Catholic Church, sa\./ the upper roorr
vihere t.he last s;uDper i./as partal."en of .
lt.eturned L.o carnp very t:,red but still inte::-
estec in the Ol'J Citir.
Al l leave cut out thro mi sconiuct of rnen .
Starteo for Latrone cn tire 4th clay anC krai
a gooi tr i p thro to La trone . i lacie caiiip 5
p. rn. Pleni-y of beauti f ul f i-qs . Struck
canlt) 6 a.m. next i:lorning and continued march
to LuCC , liacl ,i inner in ol ive cirove and reacheri
',/adilimj ne abouL 4 p. r;r, . Campecl on eastern sicie
of villaEe, gooC sandy camp, irorses rel-ishect
a sof t bed. Pl-d!'ed cricl"et against thc i?.est
and Cetail Camp Lucld. Feeling very of f cclour,
inalaria. ijeni to ir.ichon at nir;ht ,,+j_th ilruce
liroirn afid Drurnme:: Brioge. Iiai a very pleasant
eveniflg r girls plai'ec1 i:eautif ully anci enj olzed
i-ire singinc_r. itocie the ijulI.
iiaci att.rcl<s everi/ rriorniril ciurinE L.he folloi''ring
week Colc-i sirivcrs, vornit.inqi .i very ltigh
teinpera.L.ure . On 2 6 Lit ha'J very bac Lurlt .
iiaci inl-errnuscular inj ectioir and talien to
f ielC ambulance. Y;lt.es came to see llc early
nextrnorning. Lef t 3. 3 0 f or Ludci. Stayed
there tltrce crays iii th liarC law . Gortlon iJard
very ill. iioveci off to Gaza 75th. Stayecl
here f or 4 iays anC noved of f tc i'ioascar .
Gorclon ilard died in LuCd lios;:ital. Gre;rt
many passing avJay ',..'ith ilneurlonia & nala::ia.
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c;ruqiht picl-,-uil train E d.n',. frorn Ga-za. Lancecl
I(antara 6.30 p.il. carried ,tiiis to i,.lrs chisins.
could not cbtain bec so caught 7 .15 to i,ioascar.
Gave i-'lric surprise in orderll' room. passecl
doctor anci recominenCeci for port Saicr Rest
Canp. Spent 4 uays in l.ioascar & went to
P. Saici for 10 clays.
I'ie.L. ;Jert Kennedy l-ooJ<ing fit anC vrel1. liot
f eeling -olelI myself . Voniting daill'. ir.eportea
to A.;i.C. tr and sent across to i 4ti-r ;\.G.1;.
1 2 l,iov .

1 1 tir iloveni-re r 'lerriblc ciin in ti'le to\,.'n.
Sirens blor';ing everyi,'l:ere, anC qreat joy
in the to';tit.
iias adilittetl into 4;iest suffering fron
influenza & inal-aria. Clive Frost very ill
anri irot cl.ipect.ec to live. Occujlying bed
98 vr;rrci 3 ';i€s1t. Sisier l'iooils ireaci s-i-s"L.er.
iiaving inj ecticns 3 t.ines a ciai' in Arrns.
irceling better af ter 7 Carys treatrncnt. Got
up 22n'J l-'lov anci naci a rcan aror_rnc;. ijrigcienj-n 3 ljast . r'rost .passe$ a'"/ay. Ilcrnitte,,i into
ccnvalescent warct. ilac.;., very bad. srigden
r-io'""rn again uitl: rralaria. 'I']rree i{iore needles,
nalcing total of f . ilal.:ing great arrange:ireats
f or Cirristlnas. i'iavy supplies bunting f or
every ward. Irour ,east 1 st & 4 liest 2nCt l..Jard
1?"2 looliecl very nice v,'ith several novel-
things such as Xmas LieI l s , aeroplanes &

Zeplins. i{arkecl out to rest. camp, IeavinE
lSrig ready to sail .

i'Jas in same tent as Jack Phi I I ips . Very
guiet iiine in cainp. I{ennecly still in camp
cloing capentering etc. l{aving back rubbed
everli morning . FeeI ing much better .

l,'ient for sail down the harbour as far as
the ship convej/ing war iSrides to Ausi.
i?eef eci sail and went alongside. Phillips
grabl:ed bumb boat & capturec,r a couple of
Cozen oranejes to the great j oy of all on
bcard. /\lso went to Armenian camp ',rrhich
\'ras very interesting. Good f ew troop ships
in h.r.rbour. i'ien Eoing every vreel-, for 14th
A. G.l{. 1 4th A. G. }1. reritoV€cl to Cairo. Only
one ward left (4 ViliiST).

.rill ready to rnove cf f t-o i,loascar. Tal',en
in inctor lorry to station. l:ieacheu i{cascar
2 p.iir. I.ient to CrCerly rooiit ancl siqneci
i-J- tl, r

Janu.rry 1 91 9.
'u{erinesciay 'i .
Iiest Carnl: Port 5a j-cl . Ir,eportecl to nreclical
l-e nt f or medicine . Sports on beach i:y Y . iJ,l. C. A.
!-ree buns & tea C of E irut. I,lrote iroine (i.iell)
af ter te a. iletired earllz. i'{ates on to';ln
patrol 5 tc il p. m.
'I'hurscla',2 2
l.ialkecl along breal<water. Sat/ rnaili:oat vritir
Unglisir Sricies on board "i,liranctes S.S."
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il'ent. saiiing af ternocn. Visitecl tor.rn cluring
even j-nq . .
irr i<1.r.'2 3
Very ciuiet day . Strcl led rounci to various
institutions. ui riting up olcl ciary in Y.i"i. C.A.
Iiunclrecrs of Serbians patronisinq f;ictures.
Saturdav 4.
U sua I rou t i ne . ilaC a f ternoon tea ivi th trred
iiacl<house. i{ent f or stroll along pier.
i{ent. to Juvenil-e concert "The Fairics" 5

i). m. j-n Y. i"'1. C. A. Splendici perf ormance by
little mites. I{aci supper with iiill Best.
S unciay 5
itttenctect Service !'leslel'an hut Port Said
9.30 a.m. Y.l.'1.C.A.7 D.rn. sonci service.
iionciarr 6 .
iJent before Doctor & marl.red fit to go to
I'ioascar . iiad good strol I clown tov;n , and
preparecr f cr ,rnoving next clay. Town picket
at night. l.iountecl 5.1 5 dismissecl 9.30.
t'uesciatt 7.._

iiandecl in Eoods to Q.lol 
I s Store . iiarly dinner

10.30 a.in. l'/ent to train on motor lorry.
Caught 12.30 reacirecr i,toascar 3 r).m. Spent
evening '*lith Eric licKay. Very cotd.
ljicdnes(iay E.
troEEy inorning. l'lent i-refore Dcctcr. iviarked
f it. 'l'own Picliet 4.15 in Ishinalia. Olcl
l:ag from liaffa turnect uil. Sent for l(it bag
t.c Cairo. i'lad tea at'"'J.2. Club. Did hourly
shifts. ilet. 10p.in. to canp.
'l-'iiurs,Jay 9 .
Drew gear from Q.i'i. store. Dici not fall
in on first parade, having been on Lown
patrol at night. !'lothinE doj-ng.
.h'rici.rv 1 0.
i\nzacs played anC won frorn ? 11 to nil
fooLl;aII in Ishnalia.
Sat-urciav 1 1 .
1.30 reacly to go to Isirraalia r+ith i-rj-c.
Very vrincy, othervrise nice day. iiet. to
carnp f or tea. i'ient f or walk tirro Lovin af ter
tea and .ret, . to pictures & f ight . Supper
in Orclerly f{oorn.
sun9a\' 1 2 .
luiorning Service in Y.i,l.C.A at 1A a.tn. llinner
( lloast ) . 2nil S. Ijospital guarci 3 Il. rn. Corp.
of guarri . On ,;. i'1. Stores 3 inen & Corp.
l"lai1 arrived frorn Australia. P,eceivecl letiers
on 13tir frorn iiome. i/iobher'i, iiell 2t )lope
1r l'iarj 1. (,t-ins.)
iio-iraarr i 3 .
Carnc of f guarc-l 6 a . fit . repor teti- t.o il. . L). ll. .
.-lisrnissei nen and hac !:reakfast. Spent
n'iorning on ijric's beo. Plal'sri cricket aIl
the af ternoon. Picturcs ai niciht.
li'uesgay 1 4.
i,lgrning parade. Clotiring iioard 9.30 a.Iil.
Acted Orderly Itoom Serg. in af ternoon.
]iric I'iac .,./ent t.o f ootball rnatch in Ishinalia.

Spent evening in tJrderly room. Supper 6 . 30
in iulacts room.
r'iecinescar' 1 5.-
l'layeci cricket ;nost of ciay. On11r fell in
rnorninE paratle. Drew cloti:irit 9.30. Off
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'b ol "lrest of ctay. '"'
'i'irurscjav 16. iy1 t l'l
ilent i nto t.own . iiacl tun i c t.r i ecl on . i^ient
to pictures at niEht "'lhe i;'atal 11uity".
I'ridav 1 7 .
l{eavy rain from rniciday on. Light shci'rers
before dinner. 5lr:pt aIl erfternooil. i'ient
on 2nd Ji. S . il. EuarC to relieve Corp. of
2nd. il.eg. going cut to the f ront.
Saturclav 1 8.
On guarc till 4 p.ii. iiarcheC Co'irn artd disnisseC.
at. sguadrcn Or.derly ltooin. lirent to Picturcs
t, t-.'o>ring coitl-est at night v,'ith jjric. SIept
in Cori:. T'il-:i:et ' s bunk.
-suncjav 1 9 

=Slept in till breakfast. ilad sl:ave 8n i,rent
t.o service in Y. ii. C.1!. /rttenderj. Dr.rvice
again at 7 p.rn. Y.i,I.C.i\. i'irot.e tc Sister
irelli-e.
iloncla.,z 2 0 .
i'iorninE paratle. Lecture in Y.l,l.C.A. Dairy
.L'-arming. Criclie t in af ternoon. Put in
applicatlon f or j ob in Pay Of f ice r S.Jt Venn.
Ilaci supper r'ritlt iiric & SLurton.
'i:uesda."' 21 .
.torning 2 paraCcs. i.laj or CherLnE lccturcci
on Dairy lrarrting. SuJ*:j cct Green crops f or
silage.
l'ie,Jnesclaiz 22.
l,iorning 2 Paraies. Played 3rci i;riqace Cricl-'eL.
On Rernount- p-iitch. Lost by 4 wicket.s ancl
20 odci runs. Sui:j ect 'i'iill-,inE Strain" ]ry
l''lajor Ctrei:ry. ('r'/ent to Ishmalia)
f irursia'! T .
Usual paracf es . i.iorning Iecture cn irrigaLion.
Usual i). i{. Supi:er at 9 . 3 0 !). m.
i;'riciav 2 4 ,
i'lorning Parades and lecture on clairir farming,
subj ect calves & f atteninE tLrereof . CoI.
iriackesy iii . Z . spol.'e in Y. i'i. C. A. to trool:s .
\'iarnecl f oll. i".i.. Euard. Zno A, S . i{. nounte,-i
4 p. iil. ilone ittail- f ro:ii i.lot-her , lJell , Gert,
iJoe I .
Saturiav 25.
Ca:ne off guarcl 6 a.iil. ll.eported to Ii..O.1i.
& di smi s sed . t"ree far rest of the <1a1' .
Concert at 7 . 3 0 L). ui. in Y. ii. C. ii. Very gooC .

(r.ir Gun tecrCeC cliscirargeo and report in paiter
next .iay. ) Sa','l I'iartin Lulher.
Sunclav 2 5 .
l.iorning Church Paraiie Paclre ilacJ<house.
i'iet l]'ranl< Jones. i'ient. f or ivaIl.. & hact cup
of tea. !;ent to see 11. L. L)ver af t-er tea
in A Details. Ilec. C. Encleavour book froi:i
rl'iutie PegJler.
i.iottda'',r 27.
I"lorning Paracie . Lecture by ex i:ri soner of
v/ar in Gerrnany. Lecture very ,qood. I{ad
game of cricl.,et in af ternoon. Jjric rec.
r,rcrd to go to Cairo 5.30 p.rit.
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JAi'.tuAitY 191 -c) .
l'uesdav 2 6
llrfc t"icl'..ay transferrecl to Cairo
Office. 1'ook his place in Sqdn
iloom r &cting S. O.Ii. fierqeant .
into CrCe rly iloorn.
ilecinesclav 2 9
Carriecj on O. R. work 'rlith help
Getting on O. K. i,iothing special
camp.

il.ecorcis
Orderly

Sirifted bunk

of llob Garclner.
rlni nn 'i nvv r rr\,

trrit-lay 31 .
,:rderly rco:n work till Fricay 7th.
irllBliUitiliY i919.
ffi
Awf uI v/eather. EverythinE coverei with dust.
Can't see i00 yards for dust. Transferred
to pay office from F Sqdn Orclerly roorn.
Saturcial 8.
Very dusty. irio rnorning paracie owing to tents
being down. h'orked aI I day . Pictures at
night.. i'let Jack l'iard.
Sunclav 9.
liice warm Cay. Verl' Iittle Coing in of f ice.
irrillow & Ken came clovrn from A Cetails to
see me. i/ent tc Ismailia 3 p.r;r. Obtained
trousers. itet to t-ea.
iionciarz 1 0
lius. Div. Clerk ivent to C.riro as Orderly.
Viord cf 6t.h & Ttir rnarchin,T oui- in the morning.
Ist iSri,qade 300 lef t 7 .2A f or Raf f a. hlent
to pictrtres ancl after\./arris harl fish supper.
Ttir L.ii. frorn A cletails on main qnaril.
l-'uesriav 11.
ir{orning parade disrnissecr to clean up. :\I1
ready to march out 13.55. Pullcci otrt with
obj ect j oininE 1:.egirirent l.ihen they march
throuqh to Suez.
i ietlne sca rz 1 2 .
hient to Cairo as Orclerly. l{aC qoocl day.
liad meals at ii.Q. megs. r,'ient to II .t;. sar,',tr
jlric. Guy aivay at sone otirer centre. Caught
10.10 a.ni. to Cairo then 6.15 back to i'ioascar.
iteacireut cainp 9.3C p.ln.
'llhursciarr 1 3 .
Jusy wi tir arcquitLance rolls, renrounts .i
C. T'. D. l"ient. to pictr.rres at night, Eood
proEram.
i'ri.i.t.,z 1 4.
Illaclq day. Officers off tire Sarainic caIIed
at office for pay books. i';ent up with iSrownie
to -iilorninE tea. Concert "rt niEht "iilue
iiragoons". Issucd with slaclis.
Satqrcia.r 1 5.
i'lo rnorning paracle. Very littlc coinq in
of f ice work. ijrownie iloo€ to Cairo ( races ) .
iricLures in evcning "Davy Crocl<ett " very
f ine ,-Dicture.
Suncia''.2 1 6 .
l.ient f or r,valk intc f srnailia with .F'oster.
I{acl issue trousers alterecr 8 P.'ll. I"ent to
service at 7 p.;n. Y. i',1. C. A. l{acl supper sa\^/
Sr,rannell & retire,i 1C p.i;'t.

4t,
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FE3P,UAIIY 1 91 9.

ffio brisk arr cray. irac morning tea 17 'r iq
with Svrannell; Printed odd phot.os for l-lob $c
Cawley. Inlent to pictures at night. "ldana " \ ,,:
serial 3 nights. Very goocl . Suirper in Y.II.C.A. v '--'t"l
v,'i- tir Swanne I I .
T'uesilav 1 B.
Pay day in i"'ioascilr. 1,1r. James came up with mone]/
on the two train. I"fent up to Deatails to
help i'ietzLer, had tea with Swannell and
returnecl to help lietz ler vlith returnee card s .
Supper at Y. l.i. C. A. then l:ed .
'l"recinesdav 19.
i{ent to i'iantara with Serg i'{a1lace by 1 0.1 0

train. Paicl men at llest liut. I{ad lunch
there then on tc Post Office then to canteens
and guard. Iteturned by 7.10 to I''ioascar.
'ljrursclay 2 0 .
!'ient tc 2nd. A. S. II. to help Sgt Fairley
with embarkation lrork. IIaC lunch at hospital
and returneil to pay cf f ice 4.30. \Ient to
see "l.lana" at night. Very ciisapi)ointing.
Friday 2 1 .
l'iorking in own office. GoinE tc Ismailia
af ternoon . 2.3A vrent ciown witlt inalaria.
Very bad at.tack . irlo tea . \,'i ent to bed 6 . 3 0 .
Saturclav2 2 .
l"iot feeling too bad. i'ient on sick parade
( i"l & D ) Lay down all inorning. 'f'wo hanEars
at aeroclrorne burnt down. i'Ient to see finish
of t'itJana " verv eood .
Sundav 23. ^ )
r€dutif uI rriorning. I.io paraoe. BIew up storiny
ancl clusty cluring morning. Calrned of f al;ouL
4 p . fir . Got reacly & vlent to town . i?e Lurneci
ai:out 7.30. i{ent straight t.o bed. Bought
5 vieurs of PaIesti-ne.
iloncay 2 4 .
Very r,vindy al l clay long . Orclinary rout ine
vrori<. Very little cloinq. I'iencied rnusic cruring
,ef ternoon. I,'Jent to pictures at night.
Tuescrav 2 5 .
Still i'uincly. Busy witir acc1uittance rolls.
Ilent for stroll with Sgt. Graham to Y.iui.C.A.
then to 1: i c t-ure s ancl horn e .
-i,ie Cne sctay 2 6
liind rose as fierce as ever 10 a.rn. i'iord
of A Detail ancl /\.ir.C. sailing on Port Sydney
Sunday , Znd,. limbarl-.itrg at l(antara. l'/ent
to t)ictures at night.
Thursclay 2 2 .
Very (extra ) busy getting .r\. A. i'I. C. anci lR.emount
rolls rnaCe upr i:oolis check'ed anci acquittancc
rolls made up. ?/rote to O. C. 5ti"l llri.gac1e.
Friclav 2 B .
jleautif ul day in Egypt. Better in Austral-ia.
i'lent to concert at night in Y. il. C. .A. ttl'.lornad-s "
Decicieo t.o go to Cairo "I3ool"ara".
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iiAngli 1 9i 9.
Sa turclav 1 .
C.t,rgnt 5J5 train. tteacheti Cairo 10.45.
r^Jent to ll .Q. I)ici bis. & ret 1 p.m. for
booi<s . Ilacr luncir wi th i'iac - l'let Guy and
s pent a f ternoon together - Caught 6 .20 l:ack
to ilcascar.
SunCa.r ?..
Paid A .:'i. i"t. C. i',ien','y'aiting enbari"ation.
Fi:.:e,i carcls anti. h'€flt to tc','Jtl vlit'h i:ro'rtrnc.
llet caclet. iiac te a together callec in f or
tunic and ret. to canp. Vtent s'Lraight to
l- n.iL-,,(;II .

iiondav 3 .
tiet[ Janres & Serg Graharn ret f rotii Ca iro
with j ili<. A',r/iul day, clust & v,rirt.r galc)re. .

Sent liarcilans i:ag to r<'egintent.
'Iue srlav 4 .
eay .'iay in i'ioascar. itoof ]:Ioi+n off y.ln.c.3'
liet train from c;riro & got books froiit itay
Serg.
l'ieclnesciav 5. q,

Lieut Janrcs , S€rg o Venn & Grahain of f to
Kantara on ciuty. Going to 2n;1. A. S.l{. Boo}''ara.
iiin,:r still blowing.
tfhr,trsr-lav fi .
Seent r',rorning in pay cf f ice . 'l'lcnt up to
Zn,f. 1\. S. ii. attcl vlOr].,eii on returnee CarcjS .

Back to tea.
.Friciav 7.
lrut in ror pass to Ismail-ia. Seautif ul day,
not extra busy. !'itent to tlictures at nigirt.
iiecorcl house 19 Pouncts taliE:n. 5ti"t L. il. horSeS
in carnp.
S;rturdar' 3.
l-lrov,rne gcne to Cairo with t"letz ler. IJusy
inorninE with cash. iiacl photo ta,<en (l{.Q. )

by of ficial 1-rhotogral-rirer - 'Ial'"ing cloor at
c inema tonirtl-tt .
Sunci.ar' 9.
,jruce .lJro.,,/n or] ;nain guarcl . splenclid di-nner.
i,ient to Islnailia after tea. iielpecl Joe a-I1
the a f t.ernoon . ilaci cuil cocoa 3- hc'rrer by tra in .

Decl 8.30 p.n. Srowne & iietzler rel-. 9.30
r).ill.
l''londav 1 0 .
Liellt james & Seg. Venn receivecl orciers
to sail on"iiuripides S. S. " Aus Div out on
strike. i:liot in Cairo. 4 staf f of f i-cers
j..,ilIecl . lr/ent to pictures at night. "vihiz
if angs tt at Y. i1. C. A.
'i'qescjav 1 1 .
\{ent tn to Isrnailia with S,lt i'iallis. ilas
f itted at tailors and rct - bacl< to calnp
b1' 1-raj-n.' ttlJhiz Bangstt gaVe COllCert in Y.i'l.C.11.
Splendid show. 5 Pouncls f rorn ljric.
hlednesdav 1 2 .
'r,ienl to+ict.ures anri frelped Brov,'ne on tire
door . Fracl supper at Y.14. c. A. Retu::ned early
to becl .

"j 'r'j
It

iX.\ t1
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iliillCit 19i9. i?r i iq
firr-rrsCa.z 13. To
l'ient to Details. Saw CadCell & coinpany. )+ 3 ;u1

fi ent to pictures. Very gooC. iiaii supper
in Y. i:,1. C. A. Lieut i;anner ret . frcn idantara
helpec,- sort cash. Aus Div staf f hcre.
r'ridarr 1 4 .
Don't Renernber ( in otfrer worcls f orqot ',,rhat
hai:pened ) .
Sat.urciav 1 5.
Cairo l:y 6.2A train. tlelci u.i) at Calr-rib i:y
rj-oters. Stati-on ruinecl r rdils cut, & sicinai
vrires et.c cut & crestroyecl . ll.eachert Cairo
2.15. iiaci lunch at. ritess. l.Jent to Ii.Q. l,fo
l:is. r";et Eric & Guy. ',,rent to iisbekiah garciens
Cropois & then rfiess and up Lo 5. 1 5 train.
Sunciav 1 6 .
l"ioved up to i1,. iietails to I'ay Office ivitir
ileL.zler. i{ent to Isiaailia af ter tea and
ryn{- r" '"'i.i-c. Paici tailor 80 dizzies f or'JvL iitJ uLt.i.

tuni c anc lireeche s .
iierno: See liric Lai";son re i,letz ler 128() .
C)roi:isu Italian Studio 3 doors f rom Groplti.
See S/ sgt Steel re Sl sgt [i'ekl]:.
llondav 1 7.
i'r'ord of continuerl rioting at ilagai'iig. i,lhole
line f rorn Assaun to ?ri1:oli uncler danger.
ils s€ruo Dan & otirers threatenecl b.tr rer:t i lcs .
Fictures and supper as usual.
'fues,iav 18.
r,','-rrrrrti:rnc still rj"Oting at Zag-a Ztg, tsenha"-3: I_r erL.rru

& various sinall villages along the line.
rllttacli of r:alaria. rilent to becf iJ.n. feelinq
mi-sc1uice.
i,'ed.nestla',r' 'l 9.
Loaf eiL aII day long. Slept al-l nigirt lcng.
!',/ent to becl anrl got uil again. "i'iilitarisin."
T'liurScLrr.,r Zfj.
irll i:oolis cal-led in, sortecl & classifieC.
;ig irouse at cir)eita.
irriua-,r 21
,.1aj.;.ing out ret.urnec careis all cr.ay. ,.lct. riro',rne
anci har:i morning tea.
Satu::ilav 2 2 .
Stiit or1 lteturnee cards. Col Anoersor) calle,J
i-o see rne. /tr-ts iiiv calleci out & Details
canlp relieving all guards anci picguets in
Canal Zone. itec. letter f rorn Cairo re e>:i:ecit-
ing return.
'-lrrn,-i.rrz )'1
vgllgq y 

-J 
a

Ya;tl',ec ilr of Divinrty lecturing at Y. ii. C. A.
J. Gibbs in canp going to U. i{.
i.ioncia\' 2 4 .
Usual ri/or}i. 'i;orcl of i'JnliIisir partl' l_eaving
,fn 2ritir ror U.1..
T'uesciav 2li .
/- 'r]- + -i ^ ,-. r I\r\iuLr-rr9,.r.li. rolls coln_uletecl . liloricinE ti11
lat.e at nI-clirt cn apprcvcr: 1ist.. i"io i,rorll
cf iiusi leave or boats cloin,q.
i ir-:,,1::c stlari f (i .
-,_ry!rLian i:i:ri-:-ng ccast:C in anrl. at:oun(i Cai::o.
Tlre 1)rovinces st-ill restless & lcsil-ioir
irrecariou.s i, 'iel-icatc ( se cret '.;irc ) . 1Zt.lt
,.le qt nouitteii & inar:circcl oitt.
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'i'irursiia'.r 2'7 .
Paicl lJ.i'.. (rcnainCer cf p;-rrLy) ,J ).ii-i .
7 . 3 0 iJ. iil . 21 irou;rcts rei:r-rnCeci out o; 1

Founcl s X"!i l- i s ir I ioncy .
::r'rid.a.,t 2 8

Li . I",. leavc party 1:araded ra a . it't. I{anclccl cu L.

all i:ool-,s on 1..it, insilcction. li-inisireg iJ.i(.
& riusi leave rolls in afterncon.
SaturCay Z 9 .
i'ient tc Isr-nailia & iraci sitrj-rn in J-aJ'le a'c baths.
i;:e1-urneci to tea anC haci ciu t.1r f or rcst ot
eveninqi at Cj-neina.
iunrt.rrt 3 0 .
Carnl;seine ( ? ) l{ini. blor.ring. i,iastl' morning.
iicss of tirc 5ea sirov,'in.i at the Cinerila.
i"ion<iav 31
iiinalising rolls f or pay. "Jookra". Things
verlz quiet j-n cairtp. idotliing croinE v,'ith Gipos
anyv;here .
't'nr'snav ,I,l.riI 'l .4 svues I .rp

i,ayir-r,g !,i.30 a.in. in mess liut. lietzler A
to ii, i'iyself ii Lo Z. Iiorci of Srirallpiox j-n
village near Isrnailia. iiouse of Carcls at
Ciner,ra.
!lcclnesciav 2.
Continued iJay 9.30 a.in. Pairl Officers in
thcrr i"ness. tt!;'hoso ta:,;,etir a ';,,iif c" sirot./inr-i
aL. tire cinerra. ljmall- inall to hanCi, one frorLr
l"ielI ancl cnr,l fron ljjclna.
, ]f l

:ttLlLirt..{(.!'/ Jc

I;'i-nisht:',r r:rayinE i n rrorninqr .' Co:npIcl-erci iicllls
j-ir af te-r:nocn. (Jnt 2': irt in cct-Iversicn. ila:l
a strillc at cri-cl-,ct.
i'I. i,i-l.av 't,i.
ilctirinE ,:loin;r all d.a!' as ::ec;ar,:1s ',riorl',. *lec.
rnail frcin riotl:er, iloel, Gec ,,lhitc, riarjoi:J-e,
,iutli $tei:jrens & Aunt i"llsie. Ciiangc ;:t Ci nenia
Loniqirt.

/!i)rlll, 1?19.
'^-- -:.- -- _r,)

il(Jf lLIcr.',/ z1, !) o

Paici ;ius leave i-iarLy r.vi tir joirn ,,ra.lbury ' s
7,trO Pounds 1 0 siiiilinEs. i(i L inspection
d'n everytl:ing finalised cturing ciay.
T'uesiav 2y.
Leave i:.rrt1z f or "Uorset" 3 0C oclct lef 1- f or
i'iantara. l:y special i:rain. .til1 ilay i:ooks
in oruer. 4 nen sailed ivithout i:ool..,s.
I'i.11.A.S.AustraIia witir Billie on iroarcl Dassed

Leave i:arty of 324 orld irlen l-eft for U.ii-.
CaceII i' Jarciinr: .l:lclnc:isL t-hern.
'i'irurscar-y' iiav 1.
ilolls 'v;orl<e"j out C.Ii. ii.i,i.;i\,.S. Syili:e_,r passed
tiir.: caitiai . Very ile',J i,-io.:rl in c;liltir. .,.ias\t
c{ay i=inalising rolIs. ;irot.e to iiel.lie.

5

Tc

J

f ini sired
\JCii

:11

t.

rq

i,i
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r'; eCnc Sfi.rv 3 Ll .
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'i'i il I'Oi.,LCi'J i; ;G
::\fl l.' r'tjl rlli--:,r 1
!/fVr\ \-/r ! it-:r I

l',ctcs cn -i-.-T,'l:tiart ctistcrns et-c.
'Jnce a ]'car the "li.a:nmadant' prior to tir<:
irilEri;irage to Iiecca. Great ironcur Lr: .ll,evc
i:een a pilg::i:i. "iritings placed. on i.ialis
of j'rouse lool:ecl uil t-o isy f ellahccn.

( i;oly- cat:pct proce sj s io;r )
i;arriar;c 1:riis. ;\ :.r:l11 rr-1\r rrrlurrr:{s-tinaf}lya-vioi:ieil
',';irose f ace, itr: Lr;is itevcr seen. Si:culci ire
J:e iissairirointeci he can easily divorce hcr
& natural iy she Eoes l:acl.-, to he r f tni J-i, .
'L-'ney in turn irave no time for her ancl she
rnarri-es int.o a lo'o"ier staLe in lifc. Shcul,.i
tfrc first instarrce occur t.itat. of rnarri/inE
",'it.irout scein,j thc irricles facc, f,'L tire l,;ed.c1ii"rci
f cast to '-,rhici: no Cirri-stian is; .r1lo',,/eci r
t.ire irusbanci unveils iris i',rifets i=acc aili;
oliclaills on lter::cautir oi: crj-es "i;cep'srtir
rile Ior: tiris niEiit I irave seen:r\.",./ifcts
f .r r..:, | |
-9tvva

llhcn in=ilie tirc irarei:r t]:e.zeil 1s Lisu;:lly
u€ir'rovcd i:ut 1t is strictli' adherec t.o vrhcr:
in titc ope n. iiasarl gcar not usecl ltl t.lle
up';JCr classes, siin;:]y a vijiit sili; i,'eil- in
l'lOSi1] Ca;l.JS.

r.iss;ion iCjir:i_st- j-;rn ) 1-rrL- f icurit _io',:s.
lihoiii-ci a r'iairornnc,ian .,'ri- sii tc r;e conc e Ci"rri sti_an,
llls lleoi;le claini ll tai'le b1z le',.r all iris; 1:r::o1:ert.y',iurniturc, onl)' -lr:avlirg iriiii i.iir; ..)i:;sonal
cf f t:cts. i'lal-u::illi1' verl' l'c'rr .t-rr:co:nc Clr::isi:ie-ns
trn-ie s s ccnvilrtec1 vcrlr i/ounE .

Ciri ltiren .
Ilere \'/e iravc tire ]-roir v ;lirl. Girts .lre
not-',rante,l in t.lrc irone anlj shoulrL olte i:c,r
i:crn tric.tother1;ets a rretry i:ai'L.ii:rc -frorr
ire r iruscanC anC f ::ieniis . Slhouli.l the chi ti
i:c ii boi,-, .._1rco,t 1'c:estiitc; a:nd :,:j oicilt; t_i:l:cs;.tlace.
:ictliers 1;ierce tirc i:;rll of t-hc ei'e c-f i:hc
inan chilii sio as l':c',;,'ill- escai)e liiili'L.a::1'
tra-ii-iing. .,', trc;,icnuoti: iicrceritagc ]ravc cyc
trouble o',/i-n'J to ilerecritory ciiseasc.

litealincr { CIcf-t-,,' ) .
.3i:oul,J anycne vtl:o is GiiliJIo:'ing an .,Igyptian,
srje thc s.riilc gcrttlcr,ian ver../,_icvcltionai hc
ril,l1z',",'eIl J.,ecil his eye upcil hiril anri iris goois
an'i chatels fcr Lrr: is preparing _ior a Ereat
coulf .

lwear i nct
\/r>r--z r-r.'r i n j. i- r, i ri .-i,-

Yu4vJr Lv ._/rviL

in ii: ii: thcir o\',rn
ui-- sr"Jcar i n!i 0rrr.1 revc 1
I airgueue.

i'ril.-i 5Oi:li
91 I Dr;l.ilY.
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i'Ire,v ;ira::e fii:c Doro'-ie soltliers buL are vcrl/'
littlc gcoc uncier fj-::e.

'irJ.rlinii ;rs ,.,c:iriarg.
i,anrz 'u'/ciiit.iry' ;iicn ilave i:ecn i:no',.tn i*o rircss
uaily as bcE:iars ernci inaiie .riucil irlonel,/. Ii
i s i-lte .iaLioiirirreclan .l-a,.r' to .{ive aliirs .

Cleanl ines s .
li:'iclcanl:-ltes$ is hab-i-tual aiilcnv ihe fella*
necn 1o'.,'er classes. '-i'Lrc uilper cl.rss<: s
such as i s seiln i n risi:ei.,ielr garieur-'i are
nicst picturcsqllc in botir garb and liabits.

ilol icc .
Looli'7€r";r fine tlrcsseil in r.iai:1., suit ai- 1.i,yl:t.:;
"ind ligirl suit iir ciaTtintl . ;?ountecl 1:o1icc
::rCc beauti f ul El:ci' horscs .

iiori'ien.
Uppcr class very fascinating, 1{),,,'*r- clas:s
ver':' r;rucl: ctheri;i-se . li.:vc i:eaut.iful carriaqc
cl'.lili; to carr:.iIl9, hcil./y ',,'i)i;itts !J., cvcr;'tuin,j-
on their lieacls.

',': or s; i: i- jr .
'Jhc iilie'":lzLfi carils irc:n tire i:rina.i:ets -[ive:
tiirrr:s ciaLi ly' t': ccrllr) to )ro.','3r.s r i:o;;i to trrc
i,ast-, i:,r':n Lo the \-lua.r--*ian angels, o::Ie on
e:i L.iror irani'i . 'lirey are \,'ery $ui),iu;;t.it-ious.

r.orai: . i iariroiiii,rccian .,lililc .

--ior.ii:aSile;.. i.iicy,Jcr i;r-iv':r

Clie z i-r:eir . i,lit si:cres .
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T'i"Iji FOLLOT/l1i.IG i'{O'ltrS t,tiiIllJ lllr'llliil{iii)
Ii,i T'illi tsACK Oii Tlin 1I1I IlIAi{Y:

lJar notes in Pale:;tiry>
Captiire of iseersheba tlct 31 st . ( 1 917 |rr rr Gaza L'iov 7 tir .

Charqe of Yeon:anr;i a L. Iiuj lJov. Bth.
Capture of Junction Siation liov. 1 .lth.
(-,tccupation of Jaffa ;iov. 15th.
SurrcnCer of Jerusalen Dec 9th.
Official entry 1 1 th Dec.
Uneiny attenpt to recai:.\ture Jerusalein Dcc 2'6-27.
Advance into iiphrain Dec 2Bth.
Descent into Jordan VaIley I'eb. 19th.
Occuiration cf Jericho Feb 21st.
r\inman r{aiC i'larch 21 sL April 2nd.
Passage of Jordan l4arch 22nd Ap. 2nd.
Ilhunet l{imrin & Es Salt i'larch 24Lh.
5 a.m. Ilarch 26th ii. Zs & Ausis met at
Ain-es-Sir. Ausis moved to Siuweil-eh Cap-
170 T'urks.
i,iarch 2I tir One i-rrigace of 6 0 th Div arrivr:,.l
at Arnnan f rorn Ils Sarlt.
i''iarcir 29t-h'iurkish lleinf . arrirzed.
/rpril 1 1th Eneiny attackecl {lhoraniye}r 3ri-11ge-
rreacl & Ul i'iusallabeir. Capturcri 3 cfficers,
113 ot.her ranks & 500 deaC.
Es SaIt raiC Ai)ril 30th I';ay 4th.
L;espatch of troops 1-o F'rance r liay.

Strenr;Lh of olruosinrl Arnir:s:
IVtir Arrny 6ii00 rif les 2000 sabres 7 4 cJurls
vrrth rr 7c0c rr 11i '!f

vrrrth rr 1cc0c ' 157 'l

Ivth Jorciait Va l ley
VI Ith lrront. of 2A ni les across Jerusaleni

l,lab1in fr.c.
VfIlt.h l'rorn !-irkitah t,o tirc sea.
'.larrison at l'iann 0000 men 30 guns.
ijneny.l-leserve 3000 rnen 30 Euirs
Totals 32000 rifles , 4000 sabres, 400 guns.
llation strength 1 04000.
ijnc;l-isir Streutlth.
'ivro Cava lry Divi s ions
'r'vro i'iounted rl

Ileven Infantry rl

One Ind iair Inf antry i:lr iga,le
-i'our unalloitecr,-lattaiions
One l.'renclr ij'ri-gac1e.
T'otals 1 20rJ0 sabres, 57000 rif les, 540 Eurls.
i\veraqe nunber of .l,,aqs of rna i I veei'.lv ( in )

i,etters Parcel s '.,-'ota I s
,gritish 2,5A0 21350 4,'i5C
;\ustrali-an i:32 1,339 1,rl1
irc','/ licalancl 130 27, 400
Indian 20 2A 40
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':Cte]_S ilt;1j_ I r1.-.:'r?1-,-lr.e{i jtOtnC',,,/eC}:1\/:

Ausi 42040
ii. ia. 5400
Indian 15CU

r'l.atiorr Strencttlt 5cr:t 18.
l-]ritish 22b,900 l"lules 39,100
Irictians 111 ,300 Camels35 , C00
.lgy1:tians 128t950 Donl..e)'s 11r000
Iiorses 7 4 18'04
Cost of f eeCing Caily ,13 
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TROOPE1L GF€RGE I.}UUT



They didrt't know it was impossible.



This is a true and epic story about men and horses and water. It climaxes with the last
great cavalry charge in history, when 600 Ausualian Lighthorsemen obey the seemingly
impossible order to gallop their horses across three miles of open desert against Turkish
troops who are formidably suppofted by machine 9utrs, artillery, and aircraft.

The story begins early in L9l7 when the British campaign in Palestine is stalemated.

We focus on a four-man section of an Australian Light Horse Regiment: Frank the macho
leader; the garrulous yarn-spinning Tas; his devoted and not-too-bright mate Chiller; and
the quiet, apparently easy-going, but thoroughly formidable Scotty, so-called because he's
Irish.

Bored, too eager for action, Frank rides into a Bedouin ambustr. He's wounded and
evacuated to hospital. To the disapproval of the other three Gallipoli-hardened veterans, a
raw, l9 year old recruit called Dave joins the section.

The kid is an excellent shot and fine horseman. But the usually easy-going Tas rides him
hard. He's no substitute for Frank.

During the massive strike to blow up a key Turkish railway Dave fails to shoot a fleeing
Tuik. Tas is immediately down on him. And when word comes that Frank has died in
hospital, it's as though Dave is in some way to blame.

Young Dave eventually proves himself spectacularly when he saves the section's four
horses from a German air attack. He's accepted at last, and while in hospital being treated
for a wound, he meets a young Ausualian nurse. They fall in love and Dave confides his
fears in her. Can he kill?

Feeling as though he's failed his mates, Dave agrees to leave the section and join the Light
Horse Field Ambulance as a mounted stretcher bearer.

Throughout the story, Beersheba, an ancient water-rich stronghold of the Turkish desert
flank, has cast a long shadow towards our characters. Unwittingly, Dave has involved Anne
in the remarkable plan of a mysterious British intelligence officer called Meinertzhagen, to
decoy the Turks and Germans from a planned attack on Beersheba, an all-or-nothing move
which will be the linch pin for the British strike at Jerusalem.

The horses are given one long, last drink before a merciless and waterless trek to take
Beersheba in the flank. But the seige drags on through an exhausting day and the huge
attacking force faces disaster.

When the incredible decision is taken to hurl Australian Light Horse in a sunset charge
against the formidable Turkish defences, Tas, Chiller, and Scotty are in the front line, as
Dave rides with the ambulance wagons.

Everything depends on the 800 young Australian horsemen.

In a heartstopping and unforgettable finale we ride with the charge through trot, canter
and gallop, into a hell of shellfire and machine gun crossfire, bombed and strafed from the
air. Uritil the Lighthorsemen at last smash their way through the Turkish defences to win
the preeious wells of Beersheba and change the history of the middle East.
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